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Bjarnhof, Karl The Stars Grow Pale 

Knopf. Apr. 21,1958. $4.00. (Ila) 

published Denmark 1956, more recently 
published England, The Stars Grow Pale has finally 

the United States; and American readers 

should eternally grateful Messrs. Knopf for mak- 

ing this fine, delicate novel available them. 


Described memoir the form novel,” this 
moving study childhood centers about small boy 
Danish provincial town who slowly realizes that 
losing his sight. His family, the poorest the 
poor, are strangely unmoved the impending tragedy. 
The father, silent melancholic man, merely believes 
the boy stupid; the mother, unimaginative, stolid, 
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Bjarnhof Marshall 


seemingly without the capacity love, grimly accepts 
the impending blindness her son the “Will 
God.” Denied normal home life, ridiculed his 
schoolmates, the lad forced into the company the 
other misfits the town, and into long periods 
tude and isolation. His tentative efforts toward self- 
expression are frustrated the lack understanding 
which pervades his home, his school, and his com- 
munity; and finally becomes almost inarticulate, an- 
swering only “Yes” and “No” questions. There 
within him, however, genuine sensitivity, response 
the beauty the world about him—and fine feel- 
ing for and appreciation music. 


When his interest music finally discovered, there 
are some ready encourage him. bought first 
guitar, then violin, finally harmonium. Despite 
the grim warnings many that nothing will come 
musical studies, does become fine performer; 
and the novel ends note hope the Institute 
for the Blind Copenhagen accepts him student; 
and are left with the positive conviction that, despite 
the inevitable total loss sight, will make his mark 
the musical world. The autobiograpical element 
‘comes the fore here when one learns that the author 
has himself been totally blind since childhood yet be- 
‘came one Denmark’s finest concert cellists. 


There are many good things The Stars Grow Pale 
that one hesitates select this, that, the other for 
special praise. There is, for example, some magnificent 
characterization: the boy, whose name never men- 
tioned, the way; the father; the mother; the idiot 
boy Anders; the old Swedish grandmother; the town 
organist; the bibulous Uncle Anton—a portrait gallery 
unforgettable people. The style quiet yet forceful. 
(One must compliment the translator, Naomi Walford, 
here.) There are some memorable domestic scenes 
(peculiarly reminiscent Ibsen); there humor; there 
pathos, pathos never maudlin; and there is, above 
everything else, fine feeling for humanity. All 
all, here rare treat for the prospective reader—a 
literary experience. Adults shouldn’t miss this novel. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Marshall, Bruce The Accounting 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 28, 1958. 374p. $3.95. 
The legal profession has always fascinated our novelists, 
and Arthur Winner Love Possessed and Paul 
Biegler The Anatomy Murder are the two most 
recent lawyers modern fiction. the Certified Pub- 
lic Accountants have been searching long for literary 
they have found him last Bruce Marshall 
and possibly they will find themselves his novel, The 
Accounting. the author The Anatomy Mur- 
der the most competent write about lawyers be- 
cause one himself, then Bruce Marshall the 
most talented author tell this story about accountants 
because himself chartered accountant who prac- 
ticed the profession for some fourteen years Paris be- 
tween the first and second World Wars. 


Sir Eric Stugby-Wharton, the auditor’s senior London 
partner, informed the directors Shinto and 


SELLERs 


Dunsmuir’s British and Overseas Banking Corporation 
that they have good reason believe that serioys 
fraud has been committed their Paris branch. The 
precise nature the fraud not known can the 
directors give any explanation how long the embezzle. 
ment may have been going on. The Paris accountants 
are determined unmask this defalcation once has 
come their knowledge because they reason among 
themselves that auditors are watchdogs and not blood. 
hounds; but chartered accountants who fail find 
fraud when they have been tipped off about are like 
soldiers who neglect destroy their enemy the field 
battle. 
The company’s employees are all poorly paid and their 
salaries are cut again the first the year, 
Riley, leery Northerner, the first receive 
tion the cut and his indignation shared both 
Wormit and Syme who the only member the 
possess university degree. Syme’s interest 
counting secondary his interest maintaining 
employment Paris where imagines can best 
learn write novels. Urquhart, Scotch accountant 
from Glasgow, argues against the utility increase 
wages working hard because then the accountant 
becomes too valuable the company 
outside positions are recommended only for the duds. 
Joyce, Irish associate the Society Accountants 
and Auditors, maintains that nationalization the pro 
fession the only cure against the partners who are 
conscienceless capitalists exploiting the knowledge 
others order that they may drink champagne 
Montmartre and play gold St. Cloud. Dugommier 
shabby French junior audit clerk fifty-two who 
lives one-room garret with sink and tap, finds 
his pleasure poetry and consistently patient his 
daily work. But even resents the rich and powerful 
employers and becomes suspect the rest. Each 
these dissatisfied and disgruntled underpaid auditors 
imprisoned his own personal conflicts and desires 
and each intends make success uncovering 
suspected embezzlement. Each these becomes 
individual private-eye searching for the slightest clue 
among the ledgers and records, analyzing the merest 
lapsus linguae. Each pursuit absorbing and only par- 
tially satisfactory solution the trail leads through 
many different places both within and without the 
idle say that the boudoir not neglected. 
Marshall master satire and irony. His capsule 
descriptions and turns phrase are difficult improve 
upon. “Spannery sat with his neckless head squashed 
down into his collar like egg egg 
ing the quality novel, learn that “the sign 
bad novel that the narrative reads like dialogue 
and the dialogue reads like narrative.” When Wormit 
meets priest tells us: “the only thing about 
most clergymen shut your eyes and see what the 
Holy Ghost sending you.” 
divulge much more the narrative would 
deprive the reader fascinating mystery that 
craftsman and gifted novelist. will enjoyable 
experience for everyone read. 

St. Peter’s College Residence, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 
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Pattinson, James Last Convoy 
McDowell, Obolensky. Mar. 278p. $3.75. 
“Times that try men’s souls” trite, wornout phrase, 
but may well used the voyage the Regal 
Gesture from Halifax the early days World War II. 
Last convoy the place assigned the old, slow 
moving ship, and after the second visit submarine 
the ill-protected group freighters and tankers, she 
the broad reaches the ocean. 


One member the gun crew was killed they left 
Bermuda and the trial began. 
“Ridiculous that galley-boy, what with danger-money and 
the rest, should earn more than leading-seaman the 
Royal Navy. There was danger-money for merchant seamen, 
none for gunners sailing the same ship and facing identical 
hazards; you were the Navy Army, you were ex- 
pected take danger came, and there was extra 
pay for facing it.” 
Truly this was the first obstacle for any service man 
overcome. Someday our governments will realize that 
all men are equal, maritime union members and gun 
crews protect them, and pay them equally. This un- 
equal status did nothing cement the bonds between 
the gunners and the crew our ill-fated ship. 
Captain Spain, growing old, could not make decisions. 
doubted himself and the doubt spread over the 
ship. Chief-Engineer Sanderson could not miracles 
with worn machines, and the ship lagged night, then 
overworked the engines catch the morning. 
Then came the morning when couldn’t catch up. 
The engines had stopped during the night and twenty- 
four hours were necessary fix them. 
Fog closes the ship, and the fearsome stillness 
tempers flare, and man goes overboard. Uneasiness 
the ship till the next noon when the engines are 
started, but submarine appears and shells them. The 
room destroyed and the Captain wounded. 
masterly manner the author relives the tension 
giving Ablett, the gunner, whose wife Clarice has 
admonished him “Take care yourself, George.” 
Ablett becomes the doctor because large box 
pills and remedies that Clarice had forced him. 
“He never asked her how was take care himself, 
how was thrust aside the torpedo dodge the bomb, 
the shell, the bullet; that would have been cruel; for 
seemed though she truly believed that simply being 
very careful could avoid the hazards both enemy and 
element.” 
George decides that can best take care himself 
feeding ammunition into the gun when the expected 
Focke-Wulf appears bomb and strafe them and 
truly purged his fear the stress battle. 
Asmoldering fire one the holds heats the ship and 
the tempers the men. The Captain breaks and likens 
himself Jonah, but prevented from sacrifiing him- 
self raging storm. The mate proves himself when 
the engines stop for good day’s trip from land, and 
mutiny breaks out. 
Pattinson has fashioned gripping tale men’s emo- 
tions against background sea and enemy action. 
choice language adds the value his story, 
and frequent similes are pointed and forceful. Last 
onvoy can recommended all—especially those 
who ever sailed convoy. 
John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Pattinson Koch 


Koch, Claude Light Silence 
Dodd, Mead. Apr. 312p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Light Silence sensitive and psychologically acute 
novel that shows sympathetic awareness the nobili- 
ties well the failings human nature. studies 
the effects secular intrusion Catholic religious 
community group and the spiritual lives the 
varied personalities who comprise it. The final lesson 
not new, but emerges with emphatic intimacy: the 
real risk godliness comes not from adaptation the 
modern world but from loss love consequent 
placing self before other values. 


new prior St. Bardolph College, Brother Ray- 
mond brings with him sharp change from the simple 
spiritualism his predecessor. man who “has get 
down off his knees pray,” resolved that the 
community along the Niagara Gorge needs more world- 
clerics who can cope with the idols the market- 
place. 

The dean, Brother Fidelian Samuel, accommodates 
readily the new order because plans for accreditation 
and expansion loom large with him and will helped. 
Others, however, are confronted private crises: aged 
Brother Didymus, whose visions newly installed head 
psychology tries expose nonsense; Father Whea- 
ton, chaplain, who sees relived others his own earlier 
temptation defection; and especially Brother Finian 
Joseph, who eventually decides that physical escape 
better than the falsity mental escape. 

Most the story Joseph’s. His doubts are long 
standing, but the old prior had helped him surmount 
them. Now the order seems have lost love and 
all intellect and pride, and his questions lack 
answer. The contrasting peace and simplicity the 
home widowed Ann Naughton, sister Brother 
Gerald and friend Father Wheaton, precipitate his 
decision leave even though Ann, seeing more clearly 
than its inevitable failure, rejects the chance pro- 
vide father for her children. 


Ineffectual, lovable, foolishly wise Didymus the 
channel through which the light silence finally comes 
Joseph. The old brother, chasing after the man who 
has been made his traditionally secret charge special 
prayer, falls into the gorge and killed. few weeks 
solitary contemplation bring Joseph the realization 
that any such act true love binds people inseparably, 
and has been done many them the order. 
visits Ann concede the truth her warning and 
then returns for the long retreat that will reopen life 
permanent peace St. Bardolph’s. 

Many other portraits, touched with pathos, humor, and 
deep understanding humanity, are intermingled. 
warm appreciation community living, including 
gentle satire its foibles, and good bit local color 
the Niagara setting are other rewarding features. 
Despite their cloistered occurrence, moreover, the prob- 
lems self-doubt, discipline, and honest self-analysis 
are confined special group. They are faced 
all people willing recognize moral experience, and 
all thoughtful readers will find their presentation here 
both important and intricately realistic. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Joyce, Wilfrid The Gods are Angry 
World. Apr. 15,1958. 214p. $3.75. 

1953 Jim Catteridge appointed the British 
government conduct expedition Mount Chang- 
the Himalayas, which reaches the height 
26,410 feet. assembles five other Englishmen. Two 
are married, one engaged, and the other two like him- 
self are single. They come from different walks life 
and differ temperament. they able work 
together team? Aside from the physical hazards 
present mountain-climbing, will they subconscious- 
influenced the fact that Changma sacred 
mountain India, and according tradition, the gods 
there bring about the death anyone who violates 
their sanctuary? 


The marked difference the men’s character reveals 
itself when they leave civilization behind. But the in- 
stinct self-preservation triumphs over all personal 
dislikes and jealousies. fire destroys one their 
tents; ladder suddenly found bent; other 
strange things happen. Were they all pure accidents? 
sabotage the part the Sherpas who accompany 
them? could they due something for which 
there human Just when success 
assured Jim Catteridge officially notified that must 
call off the expedition once, for some religious groups 
Hindus and Buddhists have protested against tres- 
passing such holy place. But unaware this pro- 
hibition Harry Hallowes has reached the summit 
Changma, and has stood where human person had 
ever set foot. But himself helpless, and 
killed when attempting descend. 


Perhaps readers will converted mountain- 
climbing after reading this book, but least they will 
understand why some men are willing endure all 
its hardships. will also experience vicarious 
thrill, for the author’s vivid description just in- 
terestng the factual account the ascent Mount 
Everest Annapurna. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R. 


Beydoyere, Michael 

The Meddlesome Friar and the Wayward Pope 
Hanover. Apr. 17,1958. 180p. $4.00. 
This book, lovingly dedicated the author his 
youngest son “who thought Savonarola most exciting 
person” attempt create personal conflict be- 
tween the Prophetic Friar the Renaissance and the 
unworthy representative the Borgia family who had 
captured the Papacy 1492 under the title Alexander 
VI. Father Herbert Lucas, S.J., who did the last de- 
finitive study Savonarola 1899, were alive to- 
day, might dissent does this reviewer. Bearing 
Imprimatur dated October 28, 1957, the Archdiocese 
Westminster, there good reason suppose the 
book has had previous British publication. 


The time was the end the Fifteenth Century, the 
flowering the Renaissance and the conflict was be- 
tween avaricious European Powers the Continent 
and warring cities Italy, particularly involving the 
supremacy Florence and Rome. Insofar Florence 
and Rome were concerned the conflict was present. 
Savonarola represented Florence, Alexander Rome. The 


former represented the zealous reformer, the latter 
trenched power. The tragic death and execution 
Savonarola true martyr his Faith has resulted 
advancement his cause for beatification. 
Savonarola attacked the personal character 
ander, even questioning the dubious details his 
legitimate election Pontiff. clever machinations, 
Alexander literally “let Savonarola hang himself” 
the Pope struck blow except excommunication when 
felt “he had good case.” 

These were the days, all days, Walter Cronkite 
repeats “You Are There,” popular television 
when one must judge history light the times. 
achieve this perspective, the reader must possess the 
background understand those times. Columbus, 
under the patronage Ferdinand and Isabella, had 
just discovered America, his effort find for Spain 
new route the Indies. Edward VII was the 
throne England. Many still believed the earth was 
flat for was years before the Indies was reached 
way the Pacific. The Church was proving she was 
divinely guided, only because the faults and weak. 
nesses and, frequently, wickedness those who used 
her shield for their own misdeeds. 


interesting, intellectual diversion, the book has 
some merit. history, has been 


Franklin Dunham, 
Washington, 


Compton-Burnett, Ivy Father and His Fate 


Messner. Apr. 21,1958. 207p. $3.50. 

Ivy Compton-Burnett original. Her novels 
semble others; fact seem be, literally, inimitable. 
Father and His Fate the latest long line her 
merciless exposures human frailty, and 
one.. 

The plot subtle and faintly preposterous. Miles Mow- 
bray, the Father the title, self-designated devoted 
husband and doting father, survives shipwreck 
which his wife presumably lost. returns his 
three daughters broken man and within span 
months engaegd marry contemporary his 
daughters. Now how the plot thickens! appears 
that his wife has survived after all and living 
nearby town, unwilling return foolish husband. 
Only the governess and Miles know her existence 
and chooses ignore it, although sends money 
her anonymously order salve his conscience. Miss 
Gibbon’s conscience, however, not flexible and she 
informs the daughters not long before the proposed 
marriage come off. Miles’ marital plans are foiled 
but rises beautifully the occasion, consummate 
hypocrite that is. The rest the story quietly 
diabolical and leave the reader follow through. 


All this told dialogue, bare stage. One does 
not know the period which set. Place, time, 
setting are completely ignored. all talk, witty, wise 
and absolutely devastating. The plot evolves, the 
acters develop (or disintegrate), all through talk. Truths 
that polite people never utter are bandied about around 
the tea table though they were talk the weather. 


Pomposity punctured, comfortable hypocrisy cruel- 
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revealed this strange world whose trappings our 
own imaginations must supply. 


Miss Compton-Burnett is, obviously, not every one’s 
cup tea but she worth try. Her devoted admirers 
will delighted with this new effort and she should 
certainly find few converts among the currently un- 
initiated. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Stefani, Livia Black Grapes 
Criterion. Apr. 216p. $3.95. 

Sicily and the Sicilian character form the background 
for this tightly-knit story. While the Mafia never quite 
makes itself visible, its power and influence move and 
guide the actions the protagonist. Casimiro Badala- 
menti came power because his father and brother 
had been accidentally executed the Mafia. That 
tragic error, seems, entitled him privileges which 
worked enormously hard build into position 
control. 


the story opens, Casimiro has just rented out the 
family vineyards for ten years. These are the famous 
vines the region, outstanding among the scattered 
few that produced black grapes—a the area 
the common white grape. Thus the black grapes 
the title symbolize the ultimate achievement power 
and wealth and social respectability. 


gain his ends Casimiro slaves with single-minded 
purpose. moves from his home Giardinello, 
mountain town, Cinisi, sea town, difference that 
Sicily much like change planets. starts 
business cleaning wine barrels and selling the scrap- 
Then extends his operations into the meat 
business wholesaling the local product Palermo. 
With infinite shrewdness and hard calculation, 
makes his money and becomes known man 
reckon with the Mafia. 


Meanwhile, lives with his mistress, Concetta, cow- 
like character who convinces him must father chil- 
dren prove his manhood. The children are farmed 
out almost immediately after their birth. Casimiro 
man. 


the end the ten-year period, Casimiro feels that 
the best way establish himself Giardinello when 
returns, back wealthy, married man, al- 
possessed family. marries Concetta, 
rounds three his four remaining progeny and 
forces them all into new family. However, Casimiro 
finds that cannot force buy affection. 


The final tragedy revolves around his son, Un- 
able find peace any kind because was torn 
away Casimiro from the foster parents who flooded 
him with affection, Nicola seeks the solace offered 
gladly his sister, Rosaria. One night, when Nicola 
chained the bed prevent his running away, 
Rosaria comes console him and, like unwitting chil- 
dren, they sin. 

this point, Casimiro trying forge links with 
the Mafia America. The Martuccio family has come 
back Giardinello for visit and both families felt 
that their intermarriage would both profitable and 


powerful union consummate. Rosaria promised 
Giuseppe Martuccio, right the time when nausea 
pregnancy begins assail her. this 
noticed Concetta and when the terrible truth 
known, Casimiro sets about salvaging his family’s repu- 
tation. 


sends Nicola away and encourages Rosaria suicide. 
The police however, discover all. their routine 
check-up the suicide, they discover the whole truth 
note Casimiro made Nicola sign before leaving. 
Ironically, this measure safety that finally de- 
stroys Badalamenti, his family, his power, his life. 


Though the theme difficult, delicately handled. 
The writing dignified, professional. Black Grapes 
lasks the Sicilian sweep Capuana the analysis 
Pirandello. gives something Sicilian passion and 
Sicilian character but within very narrow scope. Win- 
ner the Salento Prize and the Soroptimist: Prize, 
indicative what the younger writers are trying 
Italy today. For the American reader, should 
recommended only the professionally interested 


literature. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Lee, Lover’s Point 
Straus Cudahy. Apr. 11, 1958. 249p. $3.75. 


Prostitutes, obviously, are the current fashion literary 
heroines. The idea that shady ladies are people, too, 
has apparently just occurred American novelists, and 
they are bent beating the very dead horse bloody 
pulp. The problem that the idealists with genuine 
compassion are hard separate from the smart boys 
who suspect that readers will fascinated prosti- 
tutes, reformed unreformed. 


Mr. Lee, the bard SanFrancisco’s Chinatown, be- 
comes eligible for the club this follow-up The 
Flower Drum Song, which Rodgers and Hammerstein 
are making into musical. (Mr. Lee somehow man- 
ages misspell Mr. Rodgers’ famous name in, all 
places, the dedication). Lover’s Point about beau- 
tiful (naturally) prostitute whom tragedy has driven 
into the profession (naturally) and who would 
good girl (also naturally) only her husband hadn’t 
selfishly abandoned her with welter Freudian hang- 
overs. The one different thing about this heroine 
that she Japanese waitress sukiyaki house 
Monterey. 


Among the customers who admire Aika’s hips she 
swings among the tables laden with goodies Chiang 
Fu, likeable but woefully shallow instructor the 
Army Language School. Chiang, his boyish way, 
gets Aika bed the first chapter, and spends the 
rest the novel trying make the attachment perma- 
nent and legal. The chief obstacle Aika’s preference 
for tall, lean, blond Americans. The first one the 
husband, who provides her with three children before 
falling under the influence his mama and her snob- 
bish racism. The second stupid but clean-cut army 
officer, who also manages get her pregnant (Chiang 
thought had been the one) but rebels (egad) the 
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thought permanent liaison with lady easy virtue. 
Eventually, after near-marriage Chinatown mil- 
lionaire and try ending all from the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Aika gets around faithful old Chiang. 


this doesn’t seem quite the “unforgettable love story” 
described the dust jacket, Mr. Lee hasn’t put all his 
egg foo yong one basket. man who loves 
digress, who tosses extra characters the drop 
chopstick, and who waxes strong local color about 
Monterey, Carmel, Pacific Grove, Chinatown and all 
that fascinating country between Fort Ord and ’Frisco. 
The story, for all its complications, very near awash 
with travelogue, especially visits bars. 


One the unfortunate things about Mr. Lee, who has 
such rare insight into the problems first and second 
generation California orientals, his passion hip, 
sequential, means making little errors like referring 
Damon Runyon’s “book,” Guys and Dolls (the title 
play written long after his death), the leather 
jacketed youths the Waterfront (confusing 
with The Wild One). its worst, means basic 
sympathy with hedonistic amoral philosophy life 
whose most profound observation might noting, with 
restrained chuckle, that the blonde the bar 
stacked. Mr. Lee has absorbed many the things 
northern California culture could well have left 
the natives. 


This new book suffers from many the defects Mr. 
Lee’s first novel—especially surface characterization and 
contrived plotting—and sorely need some its 
warmth and easy charm. There are number good 
light scenes: one, particularly, where aged, wise- 
cracking Chinatown Lothario awaits the arrival 
Hong Kong bride has never seeen. But general 
the trouble that this love story about lovers who 
never even raise faint echo from the depths that 


awesome word, love. 
James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Wilson, Sloan Summer Place 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 14, 1958. 276p. $4.50. (IIb) 


(Literary Guild Choice—May 


When man writes book like The Man the Gray 
Flannel Suit, you know that the next one writes 
going turkey. Nobody can that lucky twice. 
Almost nobody. Wilson is. has written what ap- 
pears another certified, dyed-in-the-wool best 
seller I’ve ever come across one. slick writ- 
ing job his first, and you know it’s going all 
the rage. 


The plot and problem very simple. Sylvia Raymond 
marries Bart Hunter, after rapid and torrid affair with 
one Ken Jorgenson. Ken goes off and marries mousey 
girl named Helen, makes lots money, then comes 
back with his wife and daughter spend their vacation 
the same island where first met Sylvia, and where 
Sylvia now lives with Bart managers the island 
Inn. The old affair comes back new flame. Gradu- 
ally the secrecy becomes common knowledge, and both 
marriages the rocks. After prolonged divorce 


cases, Ken marries Sylvia, apparently live happily 
ever after. 


But complications have set in. daughter 
gotten attached Sylvia’s son. The divorces drive the 
children far from their own parents, and closer each 
other’s irresponsible arms. They end reliving the 
old affair their parents, with unwelcome 
nancy complicate things and drive them some 
desperate action. Somehow the book resolves itself 
and all ends fairly happily. 


There is, any fool can plainly see, (so can see), 
lots plot lying around Summer Place. Enough 
for couple novels. The writing very professional, 
and the artistic handling the plots leaves you 
gurgling with delight over Wilson’s remarkable writing 
competence. But I’m sure that Wilson’s ability 
probe deep under the lives people the essential 
meaning life quite his narrative skill. 
grant him, though, that has not made the novel 
neat package; has left enough ghosts lying around 
haunt the happiness the ending, leave Wilson with 
several possible endings you accuse him being jus 
too pat. But really think too pat. Basically the 
situation fairly corny. What will lovers say when 
their children come back haunt them with their own 
corny, have remarked. 


For the content the book, singularly free from 
any objectionable writing. didn’t like any the solu 
tions offered Mr. Wilson, but probably knows his 
characters better than do. will say they certainly 
come alive the pages the book. For sophisticated 
adult, will summer reading, and suspect will 
reading for lot adults, sophisticated no. 


O’Gorman, 
University Scranton 


Pinckney, Josephine Splendid Ashes 
Viking. Apr. 14,1958. 312p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The big Grimshawe mansion Charleston almost 
much character this ironic novel the 
didly rambunctious rascal, John Augustus Grimshawe 
who infuriated his friends and business 
his get-rich-quick schemes and his adulterous 
pades, and the same time gave them perverse sens 
pride when made fortune venture that 
came crashing about his ears and then went 
tina make another fortune. Even those who had 
snubbed him cut him the streets when firs 
went bankrupt flocked his house-warming when 
returned and reopened the flamboyantly refurbished 
mansion; then returned crowd his funeral when 
was brought back buried from its regal parlor, 
with the reputation being “Don Juan.” 

Augustus had married Carlotta Maillet and she had 
given him two fine children, boy and girl; but Car 
lotta seemed too primly prudent the years 
went on; she could not understand nor approve his 
speculations; she has accepted with good spirit his firs 
bankruptcy; but thought should, honesty, try 
repay his creditors full, not other 
tions. Augustus was flattered the adulation 
Cissy and had affair with her that lasted for 
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then made his peace with Carlotta and went with his 
family France; they return Charleston, the crash 
comes, Augustus goes off the Argentine; Carlotta 
makes the mansion, (her father had bought for her 
when she married), into apartments and gets job 
Then Carlotta tries, visit Buenos 
Aires, effect reconciliation but shocked find 
“Taffy” has set another establishment and has ac- 
knowledged son there. Augustus returns and tries 
make peace with Carlotta, then, with sykrocket finish, 
dies and leaves everyone wondering who will get his 
money. 

Mrs. Pinckney’s skill handling threadbare plot 
material that makes this fresh, stylish novel. She 
even manages make the rather worn gimmick 
with the death and reviewing the past through 
reminiscences various people concerned seem new 
minted. The characterizations make individuals the 
people and she manages get well under the skin 
the people she has created. Charleston may may 
not like this novel; readers elsewhere may find 
wickedly sardonic. But adult readers will find re- 
freshingly easy read long they not expect 
morally edified. 


Sandys, Michael Cruel Easter 
Pantheon. Apr. $3.75. (IIb) 

“Boys,” said Matt, quietly, “it’s the barracks tonight.” 
With this opening sentence gather around table 
secluded farmhouse with group Irish Republi- 
can Army men and plan raid. Matt Dunphy, (“a 
hero, practical, poetical, mystical man”), the leader 
the unit, and the story told through the eyes 
Desmond Farquahar. Through accident, however, 
Farquarhar misses the raid which Joey Doherty, his 
closest friend, killed. After the attack Desmond 
sent Ulster scout British radar station that the 
IRA plans blow up. Northern Ireland Desmond 
meets Robinson and seduces her. She the 
friend colonel the radar base and unknowingly 
makes possible for Desmond obtain the informa- 
tion When Desmond returns the Free 
State, witnesses the torturing and killing IRA 
man who accused informing. The plan destroy 
the radar unit working effectively, but Desmond sud- 
denly realizes that does not believe killing inno- 
cent men. sets off the dynamite blast earlier than 
planned, warning the British soldiers that they can 
escape injury. Desmond, however, himself injured 
the premature explosion, captured, and soon 
escapes. goes Ismena who still loves him despite 
his treachery; she enables him reach the border safely 
after tense trip. doing she has cross the 
border with him avoid arrest. They church 
Eire, and the Easter vigil service reawakens Des- 
mond’s neglected Catholicism. Desmond finds Matt 
Dunphy dying; has been critically wounded during 
the raid. Dunphy receives the last sacraments, and 
Desmond goes confession. Dess gives his career 
the IRA and turns Ismena, realizing that has 
let hate govern his life rathan than love. 

One the farmers who assists the IRA group de- 
scribed thus: “He took heavy risk. The old in- 
escapable memories handed down him, and his own 


Sandys Owens 


years seeing the hypocrisy drumming Orangemen, 
and the gerry-mandering elections but principal- 
the memories, had given him bitter determination 
and willingness take risks.” This passage one 
the few the novel that even hints the IRA’s pur- 
poses and feelings. the novel’s most powerful scene 
fiery discussion between the parish priest and the 
raiders—Matt says, know men were threatened with 
exclusion from the sacraments just for belonging the 
Brotherhood. How could that right, now?”, and 
the priest responds, “It’s difficult answer that.” This 
question one the many probed any really 
vital study the IRA, Easter 1916, and the present 
border incidents. Could freedom have been achieved 
without Can unification achieved without 
not know, but you not answer the 
question picturing the IRA unprincipled mur- 
derers. Mr. Sandys treatment distorted, unfair, and 
superficial. There are other faults the novel, for 
example, the ending too piously maudlin, and Ismena 
falls much too quickly and inexplainably love with 
Desmond; yet the work interesting. Despite the anti- 
IRA interpretations, Cruel Easter worth reading. 
quick-paced, and very suspenseful, and effectively 
evokes the picturesqueness the Irish countryside. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Owens, William Fever the Earth 
Putnam. Apr. 28,1958. 384p. $4.50. (Ila) 


January 10, 1901, after weeks hopeful drilling 
Spindletop, high mound several miles outside the 
town Beaumont, Texas, thick column oil sud- 
denly roared into the sky, “gushing out the earth 
—black, greasy, malodorous—a stream fortune, 
wealth exceeding the Gold Rush, the Klondike—a force 
drive men dream, work, fight.” Immediately 
swarm boomers began alight Beaumont: rough- 
neck crews from Pennsylvania and Ohio drill the 
wells; green farm-kids from southern cotton fields eager 
try their hand any odd job; gamblers, saloon- 
keepers, and prostitutes plotting get large slice 
possible the workingmen’s wages. 


few those who answered the call the gushers 
went far—shrewd and industrious men like Carring- 
ton around whom William Owens has built this story. 
the first rumor oil, walked from the cotton 
fields upstate and worked fast along the road finan- 
cial success—beginning ditch-digger and moving 
derrick hand, driller, his own drilling rigs, and finally 
his own wells. But the entire episode recalls Hopkins’ 
sad complaint that “all seared with trade; bleared, 
smeared with toil;/ and wears man’s smudge and shares 
man’s smell.” 


Without doubt, the birth the Texan oil industry 
rich material for powerful novel, and William 
Owens knows much about the period anyone. 
Some years back, directed the Oral History Texas 
Oil Pioneers, series exhaustive interviews, recorded 
tape, with men who had been the fields when the 
fveer ran high. The results his research are evident 
every page the novel. fact the experienced 
and hardened reader will find the details drilling 
and the interludes that set the scene and chart the 
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course the fever, much more interesting than the 
story Carrington. The reporting vivid, but 
comparison the fictionalized account the boom’s im- 
pact the life and his friends amateurish— 
weak, thin, and repetitious. The real heroes Fever 
the Earth are Spindletop and Batson and Sour Lake 
with their rough derricks, rotary drills, and slush pits, 
over which specter hovers, the ever-present menace 
fire. Suitable for adult readers. 


William Walsh, S.J. 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Heyer, Georgette Sylvester, The Wicked Uncle 
Putnam. Mar. 21,1958. 309p. $3.95. 


Even the best imitation usually falls short the 
original, and Georgette Heyer means the 
standards writers like Jane Austen, whose style she 
loosely approximates. Moreover, the Regency period 
long behind us, and there something rather point- 
less about writing novels which sound they ought 
have been written then, but weren’t. all bit 
too coy, somehow. 


Sylvester rather preposterous story about Duke 
and damsel and the adventures which befall them 
before they last fall into each others’ arms—a story 
far too tedious into any detail. There 
fairly engaging little boy, Edmund, the Duke’s nephew, 
who has roguish appeal; but everyone else the book 
cut from the stiffest cardboard. 


One wonders whether Miss Heyer tootles about present- 
day London spouting the mannered speech which she 
employs her writing, and whether she has ever been 
known anything unladylike call someone 
gudgeon. 
Gudgeon smudgeon. 

Anita Monsees 


Church, Richard The Dangerous Years 
Dutton. Apr. 18,1958. 284p. $3.50. (IIb) 

During the past few years, Richard Church has become 
somewhat known American readers, particularly 
through his Over the Bridge and The Golden Sovereign, 
two volumes his autobiography. both these books, 
charmed, though times perhaps baffled, his de- 
votees. Now they are afforded another his works, 
novel, published for the first time the United States. 
This latest work, The Dangerous Years, perhaps will 
continue enhance his reputation among Americans, 
but will hardly endear him Catholic readers. 


The Dangerous Years might said prove the thera- 
peutic value adultery. This stark theme, course, 
not badly presented the mere statement 
might suggest. Instead Richard Church remains the 
genteel, urbane narrator, using talented style despite 
his shoddy subject matter. fact, makes trite 
liaison idyllic that will probably deceptively 
pleasant many his readers. 


The plot the novel quite free from complexity. 
Mary Winterbourne, widow fifty, and Joan, her 
daughter, married woman twenty-five, visit Paris, 
particularly the quasi-guests Doctor Batten. Joan 
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sex-starved, and Mary latently the same. The 
tor’s brother, Colonel Batten, satisfies Mary, despite the 
fact that has wife, and the process solves his 
own problems. Meanwhile Joan’s husband proves ade. 
quate for her needs. 


the plot being developed, Dickensian detail and 
stereotypted characterizations are effected. The 
portrayed “muddling through” British officer, 
hardly articulate expressive, except the bedroom, 
Mary the frail, beautiful matron, the sort that could 
grace and English garden party between showers. Joan 
emerges hale and hearty “blue stocking,” bravely 
smiling through her tears. The ritual the English 
Christmas observed punctiliously, without any 
ence its religious significance. There also minor 
character, American impresario, with the customary 
gold tooth, the cigar, and proneness for type 
American slang that could exist only the mind 
Englishman. Another minor character, the 
wife, presumably devout Catholic, for she attends 
Mass, but her devotion does not deter her from blessing 
the illicit romance her brother-in-lay and Mary. 


This novel literary mélange composed reticent 
sex, stiff-upper-lippism, pedantic details and hackneyed 
personalities. Nothing more need said evaluate it. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Bjorn, Thyra Ferre Papa’s Daughter 
Rinehart. Apr. 238p. $3.50. 

Papa’s Wife, Thyra Bjorn’s first novel, told the story 
the adjustment American life Parson, his wife 
and family, who had come from Swedish Lapland 
live small Massachusetts town shortly after the 
first world war. The central figure that story was 
the mother the family, colorful and courageous 
person who surmounted with ease all the difficulties 
which resulted from her migration the New World. 
Mrs. Bjorn’s second novel, which she says fictional 
autobiography, suffers comparison with her previous 
publication. That her second novel lacks distinction 
may due part its paucity local color, com- 
bined with natural humility which has compelled her 
reduce herself the commonplace, colorless 
acter heroine who could not compare her own 
eyes with “Papa’s wife.” 


This story recounts the events the life five-year-old 
Button Franzon, second daughter Pastor Franzon, 
her pursuit mischief until, sixteen, she leaves Lap- 


land and comes reside small New England town. 


few years she marries Eric Bjork and, after losing 
her first baby, later becomes the mother two girls, 
Charlene and Lynn. 


The desire that Button had become writer was 
thwarted during the early years her marriage. 
tually, she suffered nervous breakdown and the 
course her treatment, the Doctor suggests that she 
write him letter each day, reporting her progress. 
This revived the habit Button had formed writing 
letter daily her Diary. The letters her physician 
completely released the frustrations the middle-aged 
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Button and restored her health. This led the 
writing and publication her first novel, Papa’s Wife. 


The present novel, sequel sorts the first, will 
perhaps provide enjoyment and inspiration Reading 
Clubs sponsored ministerial associations; but for the 
average reader, the life Papa’s Daughter will make 


rather dull fare. 
Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Lincoln, Victoria Dangerous Innocence 
Rinehart. Apr. 21,1958. 310p. $3.75. (Ila) 

Aimed the feminine, lending-library reader who takes 
for granted that first love true love, the latest novel 
Victoria Lincoln centers about witchcraft old 
Salem. Though some readers may make the inevitable 
comparisons between false accusations then and Com- 
munist accusations today, there need take this 
novel seriously. Hollywood had not produced the 
Maid Salem many years ago, 
they might interested committing celluloid this 
story the growth and decline love living color, 
opposed dead color. 


Several technical devices help give the novel old- 
fashioned flavor: disconcerting switch tenses from 
present past present, “loose” for “lose,” “he don’t” 
for “he doesn’t,” “there be” for ‘there are,” and “like 
as” for either “like” “as” “since.” Piety and 
prayer suffuse the book, but one could not term the 
work “religious.” There Old Testament flavor 
rigid justice and cold mercy that bespeak (after while, 
one almost speaks like the characters!) frigid Deity. 


Whatever warmth there comes the close almost 
every chapter, when the young wife bundles with her 
older husband. These passages are not offensively writ- 
ten, but they supply the need many lending- 
library ladies for soft, suffused sex. The novel easily 
read and easily forgotten. 

Arthur MacGillivray, S.J., 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Loomis, Edward End War 
Ballantine. Apr. 245p. $3.95. (IIb) 


first novel more than ordinary interest and more 
than usual promise Edward Loomis’ End War. 
Mr. Loomis adult enough have outgrown the illu- 
sion that war novel has nasty mixture 
bloodletting and casual bedding. There are instances 
gore and moments sex, but they are not exag- 
gerated nor studied under high-power microscope 
has been the fashion with many another writer since 
Leggett and his company are Nor- 
mandy for long time before they come even into sight 
the German enemy. And they are not often engaged 
battle they try keep with the eastward rush 
the invading forces until the war ends capitula- 
tion. The novel rather the story young American 
infantryman growing and finding himself than 
account war. The war the gauntlet George 
Leggett has run through search himself. What 
actually finds out about himself not entirely clear. 


Mr. Loomis tells George Leggett’s doubts and un- 
certainties indirectly and with clear sympathy that 
never maudlin, seldom even mildly sentimental. There 
were many more Leggetts the Army than there were 
blasphemous and wenching boobs. The proportion 
decent men was greater than you may have been led 
believe. pleasure find someone honest enough 


Taylor, David Sycamore Men 
Lippincott. Apr. 13,1958. 379p. $3.95. 

Tragic and gloomy was the situation young America’s 
armies after the defeat Camden during the Revolu- 
tionary War. the Carolinas Lord Cornwallis ruled 
ruthlessly the southern colonies waited for vic- 
torious juncture with General Clinton the North. 
One man, mere gadfly, stood the way British 
success: that was the “Swampfox,” young General 
Marion. This fast-paced novel the story Marion’s 
colonial blitzkreig seen through the eyes two young 
Americans deeply love, Colonel Dixon Blakely and 
Jewel May Ward. 


Martial music never helped wedding march, but really 
complicate matters this tale, Jewel May’s father 
steadfast Tory, hated the patriots and his 
daughter. Jewel May has several rip-snorting fights 
with her father, and finally escapes from the family 
mansion flee from the British and join her fiancé, 
Colonel Blakely, Marion’s camp. She recounts 
General Marion what she has overheard Cornwallis’ 
plans, but only after her information has several 
occasions saved his troops that the General fully trusts 
her. There are many spine-tingling episodes, number 
well-told battle scenes, and many famous person- 
ages, both British and American, tread the stage. The 
characters, mixture the historical and the imagined, 
are sturdy pegs which author David Taylor has hung 
this exciting, colorful buckskin tapestry. For Revolu- 
tionary War buffs, for readers who like plenty action, 
for every American who cherishes memories the sac- 
rifices our early colonists suffered found our nation, 
Sycamore Men will welcome. the old Quaker 
phrase, pleasured me.” 

Brother Gerald Edward, 

Keith Academy, 

Lowell, Massachusets 


Moore, John September Moon 
Lippincott. Apr. 14,1958. 317p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Mrs. Agnew, the owner the Royal Victoria tavern, 
has secured all the loose objects, put her favorite cat 
out harm’s way, and posted signs about paying for 
the drinks, the use the wash-rooms, etc., strategic 
places throughout the bar-room. For this the eve 
September, and the morrow motley group, most- 
gipsies, will come streaming into Hereford for the 
hop-picking season. 

The leading farmer this English community near the 
border Wales John Sollars. has the finest hop- 
fields, prize cattle, and the latest mechanized equip- 
ment. Tommy Tomkins, his neighbor, has run-down 
farm; also serious debt because the money 
has wasted impractical inventions, and escape 
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from his ever-mounting troubles has become Mrs. 
Agnew’s steadiest customer. But Sollars has grown- 
son and Tomkins grown-up daughter. The in- 
evitable happens. Timmy Sollars and Marianne Tom- 
kins fall love. Under the circumstances the road 
ahead them very rocky, but all turns out happily, 
just the hops are successfully gathered spite 
strikes, bad weather, and the appearance the dreaded 
mildew. 

Timmy and Marianne are the principal but means 
the most colorful characters. This honor belongs 
the gipsies, whose manner life and code ethics are 
far different from those the farmers who employ 
them. There are two rival groups among them, whose 
leaders are Black Barthy and Wisdom Lee. times 
these two secretly plot against each other with skill 
that would have amazed Machiavelli, and again they 
publicly vie for leadership brawl and deeds 
physical strength. case you are interested, Wisdom 
Lee becomes the King the Gipsies and Black Barty 
must leave disgrace. 

Mention must also made George Tomkins, who 
comes his brother’s home during the hop-picking sea- 
son. determined, necessary, force the sale 
the farm order get back some the money 
that Tommy borrowed and never repaid. George 
also teetotaler, and therefore opposed principle 
the planting hops. addition very fussy 
about food and has insomnia. But the most enjoyable 
pages are about the remarkable change that comes about 
him through Marianne’s cooking and his association 
with the gipsies’ children. 

fact all the characters this book are excellently 
drawn and seem true life. But John Moore, the au- 
thor, irritates his occasional caustic remarks about 
religion, some suggestive allusions, and going too 
far times his description the love-making that 
went under the September moon during the hop- 


picking season. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Molloy, Robert Afternoon March 
Doubleday. Apr. 279p. $3.95. 


this sparkling novel Robert Molloy goes back 1889, 
and uses spare-time reporter the period the 
account actual murder case which took place 
afternoon March. This reporter has obtained 
material from many sources are available him, 
(some forty-six years have elapsed). The story 
founded fact and perhaps the location, Charleston, 
South Carolina, close being authentic. this 
typical Southern city post Civil War political ten- 
sion, big, handsome, righteous man, Colonel Devere 
name, owner the popular newspaper, The Herald, 
confronted his arch-enemy Luther Chapman, 
owner The Gazette. 

former employee, Mr. Thompson, was discharged 
the Colonel and used Luther Chapman stir 
trouble between the Colonel and Dr. Fairchild, 
married man ill repute who showed considerable 
attention pretty governess the Colonel’s children 
unknown the Colonel until his former employee, 


Best SELLERs 


Thompson, out vengeance and with sympathetic 
understanding the part Luther Chapman sent 
anonymous note him, informing him that the gover. 
ness his children had been consorting for some time 
with person bad reputation. the same time 
sent letter Dr. Fairchild stating that employer 
(Devere) certain young man (Thompson) knew 
this affair and cautioned the Doctor that public 
knowledge and that his intention (Devere) 
giving him good beating because his bad morals, 


And the dye cast. One suspicious the other 
until one fine day March the Colonel rage visits 
the Doctor’s home. There are bitter words and then 
follows the Colonel’s unfortunate assault which ends 
the shooting the Colonel. The most romantic phase 
the novel the author’s exciting and tense account 
the trial the Doctor for the murder 
Devere. The story mounts with such intensity emo 
tion and such devastating realism, one can hardly await 
the jury’s verdict without skipping pages find out the 
final results. 

Mr. Montague and Judge Clinton represent the Doctor 
because past favor Dr. Fairchild’s father. The 
Judge depends mostly upon the cross examination skill 
and the reputation trial lawyer the famous young 
attorney Montague. 


Like some the great trial lawyers the past, 


tague makes the quiet Southern city hum with 


ment, especially atmosphere with the established 
code that “No white man can ever hanged” for 
murder. This was period democratic behavior 
when colored men sat jury and most cases were 
decided “not guilty because self defense.” Under 
such circumstances the countryside aroused from its 
sweet smelling lethargy magnolia blossoms. 


Robert Molloy, the author, must have been ardent 
student Shakespeare because his third part the 
novel concerns the ever harrowing thought “sin and 
its retribution.” Dr. Fairchild striking example 
this. The Doctor might well have been condemned 
that day because years later, going from bad worse 
and not taking the good advise good wishes, 
mained town too stubborn face the inevitable re- 
sults bad conscience, drug addict and alcoholic 
person long repute. another day March 
killed himself the very room and the very couch 
that the murdered Colonel had fallen. 

Robert Molloy has given very exciting story. Not 
since the reading Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the 
Wind, has there been tense and real southern story. 
The narrative rapid with excitement and fast mov- 
ing. The literary style clear and concise with all the 
suspense Erle Stanley Gardner story with more 
superior style writing and less attractive 


Mason.” Edward Sinnott, 
211 Beech Street, 
Tuckahoe, New York 


Herber, William Tomorrow Live 


Lippincott. Feb. 20,1958. 317p. $3.95. (III) 


Lt. Mike Andreas raw lieutenant. some ways 
man; others still very much child—at least 
the United States Marine Corps. 
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Tomorrow Live the story Mike’s “coming 


average Marine platoon. tells rambling, 


repellent story Mike’s “adjustment” 


practical Marine procedure. More directly story 
the antagonism between two men—Andreas, lieu- 
and theoretical platoon leader and Sgt. Rogells, 
the platoon sergeant who feels contempt for Andreas 
and wrapped protective cloak his own bitter- 

Herber’s novel moves through early phase which 
light, frequently offbeat and infrequently entertaining. 
The unrelated anecdotes—a police detail the nearby 
town which actually rescue mission for drunken 
Marines from the outfit; parade rehearsal; inspec- 
which the officer finds candy boxes the pack 
sergeant—are often amusing and revealing, but the 
uninspired writing style gives them lasting 
value. 

one brief section, Herber describes Mike’s one-night 
with Japanese school teacher. Although is, 
ways, delicately related, the subtlety exploded 
pseudo-moralistic “revelation” which appears 
make Mike love his estranged wife, Paula, again. 

When moves his characters into the harsh, hideous 
atmosphere war island, Herber does better 
job. The closing sections Tomorrow Live have 
enormous impact. This especially true the chapter 
dealing with the rescue civilian women and children 
death front the firing line. 

Herber not excellent creative writer. The impact 
his scenes and the relationships between his people 
due good, solid “reporting” rather any inter- 
weaving ideas strong creativity. 

The novel holds its own the development Rogell’s 
character and the changes which take place both 
the sergeant and the platoon leader when they move 
under fire. says nothing that has not been said be- 
fore, but says this particular thing competently. 

There one thing about novels this sort: They are 
somewhat ostentatious their muscularity. Yet under- 
neath there isn’t man the platoon who not 
sentimentalist. 

Herber does good job showing that most men have 
through their own personal foretaste hell before 
they see and admit the tenderness and humility that 


exists their own hearts. 
Leonard Randolph, 
The Daily Record, 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 


Miller, Warren The Way Live Now 
Little, Brown. Apr. 28,1958. 310p. $4.50. (III) 


This important book. But important not 
because great one, not even because very 
good one. The Way Live Now the most dis- 
turbingly accurate and morally disgusting account 
have been given thus far the present middle gen- 
eration. 

Warren Miller author with uncanny ear for 
the conversation the certain people observes. 
conversation which glib, flip, “sophisticated,” sex- 
Motivated and sex-driven, cultish and dully esoteric. 


Miller 


That “set” includes mammoth gallery individuals 
(?) from what would like name the “Empty Gen- 
eration” has not been given them before. (We 
have had the “lost” generation and the “beat” genera- 
tion and now it’s about time faced the fact 
that each generation what chooses make itself 
become and this generation Mr. Miller’s book 
determined vacuity personified.) 


There are “heroes” Miller’s novel. One could 
not even call its leading character, Lionel Aldridge, 
protagonist. The man capable making only one 
decision: bed with the nearest wench hand. 
does this with amazing facility throughout each 
the book’s chapters, three “parts” and 310 pages. 


Lionel “lonely” one. The book opens with his 
separation from his wife, Jane and his enchanting young 
daughter, Sara. carries him through the increasing 
loneliness bachelor apartment, the new associations 
with his old set friends. details, astonishing 
degree, the conversations, (if one could ever really 
apply such dignified term these adolescent verbal 
exchanges), “the set.” 


There “romance” what Miller observes. 
either Sex Premeditated Sex Involuntary; Sex Ob- 
sessed Sex Convulsed; Sex Fulfilled Sex Loneli- 
ness. Along the way get some expert passages 
dialogue and occasionally brilliant piece descrip- 
tion, still flip, still callous, still determined arti- 
ficial and unreal: and her lovely eyes had the 
dreamy softness the astigmatic.” 


all Lionel’s relationships only one achieves any de- 
gree meaning. And this one, with Amelia, un- 
relieved lesson duplicity and immaturity. the 
end his novel, Miller has succeeded drawing 
indecisive allegory between this “way live” and the 
time the Romans (before the decline). done 
the author’s curiously unhumorous idea satire, 
the whole book, and loses much the little value 
might have had because that. 


The Way Live Now called its publishers 
“satire.” I’m sure this what Miller intends be. 
But not very good satire all. lacks point, 
lacks motivation, lacks meaning—and each these 
requisite good satirical writing. has some up- 
roarious lines, some distressingly accurate conversational 
gambits and most the annoying figures speech one 
finds “circles” such the one which Lionel be- 
longs. But much its conversation (?) accurate 
that seems little more than tape-recorded, bedroom 
scenes and all. 

Then why The Way Live Now “important”? 
The reviewer cannot ignore the author’s overall effect 
writer, seems tome. And has done the finest job 
I’ve yet seen detailing and chronicling the emptiness 
the Empty Generation. 

has chosen, accurately enough, describe the lives 
these people basically hollow terms. the final 
analysis, Warren Miller, like the callow Eliot be- 
fore him, has been defeated his own devices. 


The Way Live Now incapable rising above its 


material. 
Leonard Randolph 


Delman Brooke Hinde 


Delman, David The Hard Sell 
Messner. Apr. 21,1958. 253p. $3.95. (IV) 


David Delman Eastern Divisional Sales Manager 
Laskin Brothers Philadelphia. This his first novel. 
Not surprisingly has with the lingerie branch 
the billion dollar garment industry and with the 
relationship between two brothers, Herb and George 
Brenner, who both earn their livelihood the trade. 


the book opens, George, the younger brother, 
engaged violent quarrel with his pregnant wife. 
The reason for Cobby’s anger that despite her condi- 
tion George going attend sales conference the 
Joy Vivre Lingerie, Inc., Leesburg, North Carolina, 
where Cobby suspects may run into Laura, erst- 
while but undying flame, whom Herb induced be- 
come his wife while George was away uniform. 
Despite Herb’s solemn avowals that Laura would not 
evidence the conference the first thing George 
learns upon his arrival that the lady already 
the scene. 

The rest the book flashback that picks the 
lives Herb and George from boyhood on, when Herb 
was the mother’s favorite son, the final denouement 
that occurs the sales conference. 

Due his admiration for Herb and the bond affec- 
tion that exists between them, George plays monkey 
the string his older brother, who hustler with 
vaulting ambitions and unscrupulous eye for money 
and power. Despite the fact that Herb stole Laura 
from him, then later tosses her into his arms with 
view moving George reason his remorse be- 
tray his present employer and benefactor, George con- 
tinues hoodwinked and used the fast talking 
Herb. Not until the conference, when Herb, further 
his plot taking over the presidency the company, 
employs compliant Laura tempt the director the 
board, does George succeed exorcising the evil spell 
both have exercised over him. Back goes Cobby 
and his former employer, with banners flying, his own 
man last. 
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doubt the book gives fairly accurate account 
what goes the jungle the lingerie trade, should 
anyone interested. Apparently there are men 
integrity and character it; but general the moral 
tone low and the number heels worse super. 
abundant. Herb and Laura are both despicable. The 
book marred profanity, coarseness language and 
preoccupation with sex. Not recommended. 


Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Under the Winter Moon 


Brooke, Teresa 
Doubleday. Apr. 3,1958. 336p. $3.95. 


This historical novel brings much the passion and 


color medieval France into its perspective, but, like 
many historical novel, dotes far too much 
passion. The plot tells illicit love which ends 
the foredoomed tragic notes Tristram 
The central character Denys Seconnet, young 
almost feminine lad, naive indeed roaming 
lawless feudal France the beginning the tale. 
set upon thieves, nursed back health Lady 
Anne Mezieres, older than but enchanted his 
youthfulness. Adultery leads murder and tragic 
morse. Denys, course, must follow Peter the Hermit 
the Holy Land self-imposed penance, while the 
Lady Anne stays home languishing widow. 
Denys returns after taking part the victory over the 
Saracens; but his unquiet soul. returns the 
Holy Land, captured. Lady Anne follows and finds 
him before dies. Thus comes the inevitable punish- 
ment for their sins. 


But much this tragic remorse destroyed revelling 
realism far more typical novels modern set- 
ting; the sins Denys and Anne are detailed palpi- 
tant prose. Before Denys has reached the Holy Land 
almost every kind sexual aberration has had its page 
two. Furthermore, although the words narrator 
and characters constantly hearken the religious 
ture the middle ages, the religious fervor never seems 
genuine. The writing reveals talents description and 
ability create mood; but the pervasive concupiscence 
limits the value this novel even the discriminating 
and mature adult. 
Hilda Meyer, 


Seton Hall University Library, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Hinde, Thomas Happy Larry 


Criterion. Apr. 294p. $3.95. (III) 
Without doubt, Happy Larry will praised many 
British and American critics; because this novel beaw 
tifully written. Not only does Mr. Hinde fine job 
construction, but also gives compact, lively prose 
and brilliant characterizations. His style reminds one 
the young Hemingway. Although the surface 
this novel quiet and bland, underneath relent 
less, almost vicious exploration life 
bohemia. 


Larry Vincent, the protagonist, 
wastrel who considers himself artist. His only link 
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with normalcy seems his young wife, Betty. When 
she injured accident and taken her father’s 
home recuperate, Larry becomes jobless drifter liv- 
ing off his friends, the most generous whom Mat- 
thew Broome. When unknown blackmailer begins 
make demands Broome, Larry, order show 
his appreciation his benefactor, determines find 
the culprit and destroy the compromising photograph. 
The search leads him into nightmare world peopled 
with characters who seem completely devoid decency 
morality. Although Larry’s ensuing misadventures 
are described the book-jacket “outrageously 
comic,” this reviewer was not even faintly amused 
the bizzare proceedings. The title, Happy Larry, 
supremely ironic, since the philosophy despair per- 
meates the book and Larry the most unattractive, 
frustrated, unhappy character one could possibly im- 
agine. You can skip this one with light heart; nine 
it’s not your lump sugar. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Naegoe, Peter Time for Tears 


Kamin. 1958. 284p. $3.50. (I) 

There time for tears the life Esther Wald- 
man, Jewish immigrant. She must devote her every 
moment and all her effort establishing herself 
person, spite the fact that “she was woman, and 
her lot was submit man-made laws.” But 
Esther equal the task: she endowed with beauty, 
understanding, rare intuition, and certain amount 
intelligence. She uses these dominate her ineffectual 
scholarly husband and rule and shape the destinies 
her six children. the course her long life, she 
develops her own rather unorthodox idea God and 
philosophy living. 


The book full simple homely happenings; 
written simple homely style; the philosophy which 
gave being and which develops simple and home- 
ly. Perhaps simple people might enjoy it. Unfortu- 
nately, plethora typographical errors rather com- 
plicate the simple task reading it. 


Joan Lonergan, Library, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Fitzgerald, Scott Afternoon Author 
Scribner’s. Apr. 25,1958. 226p. $4.50. (Ila) 

This book edition uncollected short stories and 
essays. The majority these literary compositions ap- 
peared originally Esquire and The Saturday Evening 
Post, and, like almost everything Fitzgerald wrote, these 
selections are autobiographical, dated, and saturated 
with his dainty, fastidious brittleness. Professor Arthur 
Mizener, who Fitzgerald’s biographer, has written 


introduction and some excellent notes for this col- 
ection. 


are informed that the principal purpose 
anthology “to illustrate both the persistence Fitz- 
erald’s fundamental sense experience and the way 


his uses varied matured feeling and his 
circumstances changed time.” This purpose suc- 
cessfully achieved. The items are arranged order 
Personal development. Part have three 
the Basil Duke Lee stories which convey the import- 
ance boy’s first pair long pants, the impact 
boy’s first sweetheart, and the insight into life gained 
the fickleness boy’s first love. these stories— 
the best things the collection—is added tedious, 
saccharine essay praising Princeton. Part are 
given four mediocre essays which deal with Fitzgerald’s 
early interest the theatre, his married life Great 
Neck, Long Island, and the Riviera, and his en- 
thusiasm for Hemingway. Part consists essay 
advertising, essay the difficulty writing 
stories, story about comfortable idleness abroad, and 
another story dealing with the effect fairy tale and 
imagination man, his wife, and his daughter. Part 
contains eight stories: army hero, the diffi- 
culty writing, author’s life being like every- 
one else’s, man’s jealousy, lady’s man Paris, 
and three accounts Pat Hobby, middle-aged Holly- 
wood writer whose creative career finished. 


certainly useful for the Fitzgerald student have 
these stories and essays available book form. 
these narratives and items are read, one receives 
enormous amount knowledge about Fitzgerald’s life, 
his themes, his problems, indeed, almost every facet 
his literary career. For these advantages, then, this 
collection must regarded valuable; yet, an- 
other respect, one cannot help but wonder this col- 
lection has not dealt Scott crippling blow, for these 
selections are unappallingly undistinguished literary 
merit. one had not read The Great Gatsby and 
some Fitzgerald’s better short stories, such “The 
Crack-up,” one would certainly not able justify 
the publication this volume. the long run this 
edition will more harm Fitzgerald’s reputation 
and outweigh the scholarship-assistance advantages 
which possesses. Perhaps this good thing. After 
the Fitzgerald Renaissance few years ago—started 
Mizener’s biography and Schulberg’s Disenchanted 
—many critics and readers need jarred into 
realization the mediocrity most Fitzgerald’s out- 
put. While Afternoon Author conveys many 
impressions, the principal impression leaves with the 
reader that Fitzgerald has been vastly overpraised 
and overrated. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Anita Monsees 


Hibbs, Ben (Editor) 
Saturday Evening Post Stories: 1957 
Random House. Apr. 18,1958. 314p. $3.50. 


The annual round-up stories selected from the fifty- 
two weekly issues The Saturday Evening Post in- 
cludes samples the work Conrad Richter, William 
Faulkner, William Saroyan, Samson Raphaelson, Geof- 
frey Household, Gerald Kersh, Frank O’Connor, and 
some thirteen other less well known authors. They run 
pretty much gamut from frontier fantasy, trick 
slick. makes handy chairside bedside book 
for short dip. 
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MacLeish Gardiner Stewart 


MacLeish, Archibald B.: Play Verse 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 4,1958. 153p. $3.50. (Ila) 
This the first full-length poetic drama from the per- 
ceptive pen Poet-Professor Archibald MacLeish, pos- 
sessor two Pulitzer Prizes. stunning, imagina- 
tive, symbolic drama JOB today’s world. 


Mr. Zuss and Nickles, two broken-down actors reduced 

selling balloons and popcorn circus, mount 

side-show stage after closing time, put-on the masks 

God and Satan, and with the assistance actors seen 

Voice heard, enact the Book Job modern 
ress. 


The imagery, diction, rhythm, and tone are fascinating- 
blended this work art. Mature readers will 
relish the thematic statements framed 
speech. They will appreciate that Love, not Justice, 
the vibrant principle Man’s dealings with God and 
his fellowmen. 


Mr. MacLeish has superbly delineated what the spir- 
itual writer, Pierre Charles, S.J., has called “the fact, 
face which our fastidiousness has right re- 
volt, that there need cease ourselves 
order begin pleasing God. God has wished 
adored and loved animals endowed with 
reason.” 


This shocking truth—that acting according his 
nature, Man pleases unforgetably painted, 
sung, and pictured 

Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Gardiner, Harold C., S.J. 

Catholic Viewpoint Censorship 
House (Doubleday). Mar. 20, 1958. 192p. $2.95. 
indispensable book for any library, this the first 
clearly presented study the whole problem censor- 
ship and the need for some sort supervision 
society mass media communication. Father Gardi- 
ner, for twenty years literary editor America, has 
divided his book into three parts: the first gives the 
general background the whole subject, lays the philo- 
sophical and practical principles for discussion; the 
second examines the National Legion Decency, the 
Nation Office for Decent Literature, the “legal climate” 
current the United States, and accusations boycott 
and “pressure groups”; the third documents the pre- 
ceding reproducing appendices several the 
cogent arguments pro and con. Catholics well 
non-Catholics will profit learning from this book 
what the Catholic Church’s viewpoint censorship 
and find reasonable and realistic position. 


Stewart, Randall 
American Literature and Christian Doctrine 
State University Press. Mar. 30, 1958. 155p. 
3.50. 


Mr. Stewart, who English professor Vanderbilt 
and well-known scholar the field American 
literature, has written extremely useful and stimu- 
lating book the attitudes the principal American 


SELLERs 


writers toward “orthodox” Christianity. The chief test 
Christian “orthodoxy,” Mr. Stewart believes, 
recognition Original Sin which refers “to the whole 
nature man, his limitations, his fallibilty, his self. 
involvement, the ‘wrongness’ his attitudes, the 
sence contrition and humility, the presence pride.” 
After setting this test the author 
proceeds analyze three erroneous views man which 
are opposed the “fundamental” Christian 
but which are prominent American literature. The 
first these false viewpoints the deification-of-reason 
philosophy found such writers Paine and Jefferson, 
According this philosophy, man, who considered 
naturally good, progress relying exclusively 
his reason. The second error opposed Christian 
“orthodoxy” the deification-of-man-himself 
pounded figures such Emerson and Whitman. 
The third error naturalism seen, for example, 
the novels Dreiser and Farrell. 


Opposed the above mentioned writers are those who 
uphold Chirstian “orthodoxy.” Hawthorne, Melville, 
Henry James, Cather, Eliot, Faulkner, and Robert Penn 
Warren are among the important authors who “have 
taken the Christian view that man battleground,” 
that “man embodies both good and evil,” and that 
“God and the Devil are still active the world.” 
Mr. Stewart’s conclusion that the greatest American 
writers recognize that man “is moral agent, and 
tragic figure. But his state, unless his own per- 
verse wilfulness, not beyond the reach God’s 
deeming grace. This the essence the human con- 
dition, and the Christian hope.” 


might appear from reading Mr. Stewart’s chief-test- 
of-orthodoxy formulation that was recommending 
using basic postulate which within its limits and 
within his terminology accurate and understandable. 
His subject could not have been handled orderly 
fashion without the fundamental premise establishes. 
With the possible exception his treatment Henry 
James, his documentation the beliefs the 
dox” and “unorthodox” writers excellent. 
especially provocative when discussing Jefferson, Haw- 
thorne, Emerson, Melville, Eliot, and Faulkner. 
just cite one his paragraphs: 
“Emerson the arch-heretic American literature, and 
Emersonism the greatest heresy. dint sophistry can 
brought within the Christian fold. His doctrine 
radically anti-Christian, and has done more than any other 
doctrine undermine Christian belief America.” 
think this remark valid, and Stewart’s 
tion its validity should read all literate 
cans, especially those thousands who regard Emerson 
great spiritual and religious writer. 


Mr. Stewart the first critic who has explored from 


broad religious point view the chief authors 
can literature for Christian implications, and 
ing has performed indispensable service for 
dents and teachers American literature. 
that his study could have been more inclusive, but 
spite this flaw, his treatise quite significant. Every 
library should possess copy this work, and should 
all reading lists courses American 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 
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Birmingham, Frederic The Writer’s Craft 
Hawthorn. 348p. $4.95. (I) 

not sure The Writer’s Craft meant teach you 
anything. big collection snips stories writ- 
ten the great and the near great, each snip showing 
particular technique for doing particular type 
geat number them for the first time and enjoyed 
them, and found some old friends was happy see 
don’t imagine there will enormous 
market for this book. probably fairly useless 
guide writing anything else, but makes pleasant 


reading. 
O’Gorman 


Shapiro, Charles (Editor) 
Twelve Original Essays Great American 


Novels 
Wayne State University Press, 1958. 289p. $5.00. 


Coming almost simultaneously upon the recently re- 
viewed American Classics Reconsidered (Best Sellers, 
April 1958), these Twelve Original Essays can scarce- 
discussed without some reference and compari- 
with the former work. Unlike the study edited 
Harold Gardiner, S.J., which had unifying theme 
that “is body opinion which explicitly based 
Christian each author the essays 
presently under discussion “has been given complete 
freedom discuss his chosen book any way saw 
ft.” Thus the basis for selection would seem 


completely arbitrary and the essayist’s own discre- 
tion. Furthermore there single thread thought, 
and the only cohesive feature the study 
found, the editor expresses it, “in each essayist’s en- 
thusiasm for his subject.” view this eclectic ap- 
proach beg the reader’s indulgence for repeating 
great length the list contributors and the specific 


their respective essays. Otherwise our own 
summarization would utterly meaningless. 


The contributors and their essays are: David Davis 
The Deerslayer, Democratic Knight the Wilder- 
ness; Malcolm Cowley Five Acts The Scarlet 
Letter; Granville Re-Reading Moby Dick; 
George Elliott Wonder for Huckleberry Finn; 
Bernard Weisberger Crane’s The Red Badge 
Richard Chase James’ Ambassadors; Wal- 
ter Rideout Edith Wharton’s The House Mirth; 
Charles Shapiro Dreiser’s Jennie Gerhardt: The 
American Family and the American Dream; Herbert 
Gold Winesburg, Ohio: The Purity and Cunning 
Sherwood Anderson; John Aldridge The Life 
Gatsby; Mark Spilka The Death Love The Sun 
Also Rises; and Alfred Kazin The Stillness Light 
August. 

Quite clearly this interesting selection novels 
for study, and the handling their material the 
essayists equally provocative. While all 
are concerned with analysis method, style and 
form, their individual approaches are very stimulating 
and enlightening. Thus Davis points out that while 
Cooper failed combine Homeric heroism and Chris- 
sainthood the figure the American pioneer, 
did create the prototype American fictional heroes. 
contrast Leatherstocking have Fitzgerald’s Gats- 


Birmingham Shapiro Eliade 


by, hero more cunning and less innocent presented 
James Aldridge’s study. Then there Malcolm 
Cowley’s reference Hawthorne’s kinship with Racine 
and his analysis The Scarlet Letter drama pre- 
sented five acts and eight scenes. 


These are but samplings some the twelve essays 
for his selection contributors and above all for having 
made these studies available. His book will another 
asset for students the American novel. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Eliade, Mircea Patterns Comparative Religion 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 19,1958. 465p. $6.50. 


This work Professor Eliade the University 
Chicago translation (by Rosemary Sheed) 
earlier French edition. Presented introduction 
the history religion the present volume studies reli- 
gious phenomena merely hierophanies (manifesta- 
tions the sacred), while companion volume now 
being prepared will study such phenomena their 
historical framework. 


The things manifesting the sacred primitive peoples 
were most cases familiar objects, such as, the sky, 
the sun, the moon, water, earth, stones, trees, and 
on. The sky does seem proper habitation for divini- 
ties. “The sky itself directly reveals 
power and holiness,” writes Professor Eliade. Fur- 
thermore sky gods are not mute inactive. Lightning 
and thunder are godlike expressions anger. The 
rainbow, gentle rains and pleasing cloud formations are 
manifestations the gods’ good pleasure. The sun 
figures prominently many early cults particularly 
the religion the Egyptians. But all heavenly bodies 
was the moon which seemed most closely linked 
with man’s destiny. moon waxes, wanes and dies 
perpetual cycle. Primitive man saw this hiero- 
phany the pattern his own course being, his 
emerging from the womb symbolized the crescent 
moon, his waxing and waning and going down death. 
This death, however, never final for like the moon 
man arises new life. 


Closely allied moon worship was belief water 
divinities. The cult water was very widespread and 
has not yet died out. Water was believed the 
source life. was the primal stuff from which all 
forms emerged and which they returned the 
course time. For this reason the ideal medium 
for effecting the new birth. Immersion water dis- 
solves the old forms permitting emergence new ones. 
Since the moon governs the waters the moon deity 
who sends the beneficial rains but who periodically 
sends deluge destroy old forms and renew life 
upon the earth. There contained here more than 
hint the cleansing and renewing power the waters 
Baptism. Several interesting conclusions spring from 
Professor Eliade’s study the hierophanies associated 
with primitive religions. the first place these mani- 
festations the sacred, however elementary, are never 
found apart from system which includes belief 
supreme being, moral law and more less complex 


a 
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mythology containing theories regarding the origin 
the world, the creation man and on. 


For another thing, primitive man made religious cere- 
mony out nearly all his actions. Life was meaning- 
ful the man who achieved total consecration 
self, for this way brought himself into contact 
with the very source life. Hence, even hunting and 
fishing were religious actions. The functions nutri- 
tion and sex, the fertility rites connected with agricul- 
ture were all sacred activities. 


Another significant conclusion resulting from this schol- 
arly adventure into the shadowland primitivism 
that modern man’s ancestors, handicapped they 
were ignorance the physical laws nature, per- 
ceived nevertheless that the world they lived was 
the work intelligent volition. Many esteemed 
scientists our day have not learned much. 


tific inquiry does not concern itself with the truth 
given religion. The Catholic reader, however, will find 
nothing this book cause uneasiness. the con- 
trary may enabled see, the author’s words, 
“The whole religious life mankind—expressed the 
dialectic hierophanies—as simply waiting for 
Christ.” 

James McDonough, 

St. John College, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Milovan Land Without Justice 
Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 23, 1958. 365p. $5.75. (Ila) 


August, 1957, American liberals became ecstatic 
their praise The New Class. From such wide- 
disparate sources the New York Times, The New 
Leader, and Eugene Lyons this former vice-president 
the Tito regime was hailed the most important 
apostate attack Communism its entire history dat- 
ing back Marx’ manifesto 1848. Today while 
serving term Yugoslav prison, his martyr- 
dom being fabricated with the publication Land 
Without Justice. 


Djilas obviously has had serious quarrel with Titoism 
and with the Soviet leaders the past decade. But 
still Socialist who capable wreaking 
great harm upon flexible and receptive minds well- 
meaning liberals and others who accept apostasy the 
absolute proof respectability. Perhaps there hope 
for these dupes they will but study this latest work 

Land Without Justice rambling account 
youth and early adulthood which would spent 
Montenegro. There are sketches Montenegrin his- 
tory and the clannish environment that turbulent 
little kingdom which sprawled across some the 
most desolate mountain peaks the southern Balkans. 
Montenegrins took delight living and dying the 
sword cultural setting where the most expendable 
commodity was human life. Despite exposure edu- 
cation and despite some intellectual ability, has 
never risen above his earlier environment. reveals 
himself despicable little radical with completely 
baseless philosophy. His entrance into the ranks the 


Djilas 


Clason 
Communists was stumble aimless 
has never grown beyond that sophomoric 


osity. 

This volume not light reading but rather one 
most depressing, sordid, and meaningless pieces prop 
aganda foisted upon the American reading public 
long time. constantly reminded these 
appraisal another Yugoslav, Louis Adamic, 
was virtually lionized the 1930’s and 1940’s 
can liberals. influence ended only with 
suicide but had gained the eye and ear many 
high places with his distorted views the 
cooperation American publishers and book 
This unadulterated socialist spew—let 


beware. 
Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Clason, Clyde Exploring the Distant 
Putnam. Mar. 28,1958. 384p. $5.00. (I) 

“In the beginning, God created heaven and earth’ 
(Gen. 1). Such the terse biblical account 
origin the universe. But when was the 
What was heaven and earth like their birth? 
cording one school astronomers, the heavens 
the earth came into being between five and six 
years ago gigantic sphere containing all the matte 
the universe—matter dense that one cubic 
meter (about the size bouillon cube) weighed 
hundred million tons. This sphere was eventually 
apart tremendous explosion spewing forth 
matter that gradually formed itself into the universe 
sun and stars and planets. The sun and its planes 
forming our solar system, our solar system and the 
forming our galaxy, and beyond that other 
Millions miles separating star from star, galaxy from 
galaxy. universe vast that beyond the powe 
man picture concretely and yet continually 
panding the result the initial explosion. The aver 
age velocity which the stars are moving away from 
each other the order twenty-five miles 
velocity more than one hundred times greater tha 
that jet plane. 


true that this but one several explanations 
the formation the universe. part theory, pat 
fact, but every bit fascinating. However, the 
minded individual might ask: “How 
know about all these things? How can scientist look 
ing through telescope tell much about the stars” 
Exploring the Distant Stars has been written answe 
these questions. 


The author, Clyde Clason, writes “an 
cal layman for other laymen.” 
knowledge astronomy the part the reader 
explains detail the fundamentals the science, 
ing down solid foundation upon which build 
explanation more general and, perhaps, more 
teresting topics later the book. reality, 
book Introduction Astronomy minus the 
matical proofs and theoretical background. 
cover the entire field his science from the basic 
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star position through spectroscopy and radio astron- 
omy the theories the birth and death the stars. 
you would like know how star weighed, how 
the vast distances space are measured, what meant 
“right ascension,” brief, you want under- 
stand the language and methods the astronomer, 
this the book read. 


Lest the impression given that Mr. Clason has con- 
fined himself the writing cold scientic treatise 
devoid all imagination, should said that his 
book not merely array arid facts. The author 
writes with enthusiasm, gradually putting together the 
mosaic the universe until the entire picture all its 
beauty placed before you. 


Some readers, doubt, will bit annoyed the 
“folksy” style the author (e.g., “Man, man, have 
there been changes made”) and his somewhat tedi- 
ous explanation how stars are catalogued. But these 
are minor and forgivable failings. However, there 
one criticism more serious nature that can 
leveled the book, that the omission photographs 
and suitable diagrams. unusual write book 
about astronomy without single photograph being in- 
cluded. said that picture worth thousand 
words and certainly, this case that true; amount 
explanation could possibly give adequate idea 
what spiral nebula looks like photograph. 
difficult understand this omission. The same can 
said about the lack diagrams. There are some 
drawings the book but nct nearly enough. The ex- 
planation many terms, for example “declination,” 
and the descriptions constellations would clarified 
quite bit for the reader had diagram follow. 
doubt reader, with knowledge what par- 
ticular constellation looks like, could learn from this 


spite these difficulties Exploring the Distant Stars 
extremely interesting work and well worth your 


time. 
Edward Powers, 


University Scranton 


Teller, Edward and Albert Latter 
Our Nuclear Future 
Criterion. 184p. $3.50. 


This book comes opportunely time when there 
much clamor for suspension nuclear weapons tests. 
The authors’ main purpose assess the dangers 
nuclear bomb fallout and present the case for the 
continuation nuclear weapons tests this country. 
Accordingly the book will very helpful all who 
wish familiarize themselves with the pertinent facts 
the case. One the authors, Edward Teller, known 
the “father the H-Bomb,” perhaps the most 
noteworthy authority the issues involved the 
matter nuclear weapons tests. 


Careful and detailed analyses are presented show 
that: (a) there are only two main long-term residues 
nuclear explosions lingering the atmosphere which 
might present hazard health, namely strontium-90 
and cesium-137 (which sufficiently high concentra- 
tions could lead increase the incidence 
lukemia and cancer), the first because can ab- 


Teller Campbell 


sorbed the bones, the second because emits gamma 
radiation which, like x-rays, can produce tissue dam- 
age; (b) the level radiation from these sources, com- 
ing mainly from cesium-137, presently quite low 
amounting about .003 roentgens per year while that 
from natural sources, such cosmic rays, and man- 
made rays including dental and medical x-rays amounts 
about roentgens per year for the average individual 
(which rays have produced apparent genetic effects 
humans); (c) variation cosmic ray intensities be- 
tween inhabited localities different elevations (be- 
tween Denver and San Francisco, for example) much 
greater than the amount radiation for which atomic 
bombs have been responsible; (d) except for one 
two highly localized conditions nuclear weapons tests 
have had effects the weather. 


for halting our nuclear weapons tests, the authors 
are convinced that would unwise for discon- 
tinue such tests this time and that must continue 
our efforts reduce fallout and develop light, highly 
flexible nuclear weapons designed for brief mobile mili- 
tary operations which, the need should ever arise, 
could least have good chance blocking the 
communistic countries from taking over one country 
after another. They are equally convinced that the 
Russians would very likely able hide any tests 
they might make despite any agreements the con- 
trary. Their reasons for favoring continued tests are 
well stated their own words, “If renounce nuclear 
weapons, open the door aggression. fail 
develop clean explosives, expose people disaster 
from radioactive fallout any serious military conflict.” 


Joseph Harper, 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Campbell, Alexander The Heart India 
Knopf. Apr. 21,1958. 333p. $5.00. (Ila) 


you want hear all about the ills India diag- 
nosed roving reporter, this your book. you 
would prefer hear glowing account the achieve- 
ments great nation during her first ten year free- 
dom, seek elsewhere for the story. 


Reporter Campbell experienced news-writer. 
has sensitive nose for the different, the bizarre, the 
fantastic. trip India provides field day for such 
writer and our reporter makes the most, (or some 
might say, the worst), the opportunity. After his 
assignment India 1954, journeyed from city 
village, jotting down his impressions and recording in- 
terviews with various people. Sad say, all the 
wealth material India offers scholarly writer, Mr. 
Campbell seems out his way choose report 
only the ills, the problems, the dissensions, the stenches, 
the failures, the misunderstandings, the frustrations, the 
resentments, and all the countless tribulations that 
beset people with new form government. 
makes his picture India gloomy one and friends 
India will regret that such talented writer did not 
remove his dark glasses for least some the time 
was privileged guest friendly nation. 


But even the midst this recital oddities and 
woes, there can found many shrewd observations. 
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The problems the Communists Jerala, the con- 
flicts between the Gujeratis and the Maharashtrians, 
the disputes concerning Kashmir and Goa, all are 
importance India; but the same time, those 
who have lived India feel that clear heads and calm 
minds can arrive just solution. The people India 
would the first admit their defects and shortcom- 
ings, but the same time they should encouraged 
and praised for the many good things that have been 
part and parcel their culture and their scholarly 
achievements. 

The title this book misnomer. most cultured 
people the heart symbol love, sympathy and 
all that good and noble. The publisher’s publicity 
calls this book “astonishing,” “unromantic.” After read- 
ing it, some may add that “heartless.” 


James Harley, 


Fitzgerald, John Mama’s Boarding House 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 21,1958. 305p. $3.95. 
The only page that disliked this book was page 305. 
The other 304 pages were read slowly and lovingly, 
because did not want finish reading the book. 
had not read John Fitzgerald’s earlier work, Papa 
Married Mormon, but going very soon 
because have become Fitzgerald “fan.” After the 
death his father the small town Adenville, 
Utah, John Fitzgerald’s mother decided open 
boarding house although the grown sons and daughters 
looked with grave misgivings upon such venture. For- 
tunately for you, the prospective reader, Mamma had 
her own sweet way, she usually did, and started one 
the most interesting boarding houses west the 
Mississippi River, east it, too, for that matter. You 
will become acquainted with Sara Martin, the ordi- 
narily very reserved school teacher who was however 
willing learn smoke cigars order win one 
the boarders marriage. Judge Gibson was not only 
border but also constant although unsuccessful suitor 
for Mamma’s hand marriage. John, who tells the 
story, worked for Mr. Hackett, another boarder, who 
was also editor the town paper, the Advocate, pre- 
viously edited Mamma’s late husband. 
You will also come know other worthies the town, 
some whom were Mormons and others whom 
were Gentiles. Bishop Aden led the Mormons; the 
Reverend Holcomb served spiritual leader for most 
the Gentiles. You will come love and admire 
Uncle Will, the crippled saloon keeper who shot 
out with Buzz Beeler, the town bully. You will sym- 
pathize with the Fitzgeralds they sparred with the 
Foresters. You will sympathize with the Indians who 
lived near Adenville and who were being exploited 
until Uncle Will came successfully their rescue. 
the final chapters you will read the harrowing account 
the devastating flood that swept over Adenville and 
the heroism those who managed survive. 
you are tired reading books written psychopaths 
about other psychopaths, all means read this book 
written normal person about other normal people. 
You will love every page except 305. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, 


Fitzgerald Fittkau 
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Fittkau, Gerhard Thirty-third Year 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 16, 1958. 263p. $4.50. (1) 
Monsignor Gerhard Fittkau presently executive 
director the American St. Boniface Society New 
York, organization devoted assisting the spir. 
itual care millions displaced persons forced into 
religious diaspora alien their traditions, and served 
missionary priests who minister their scattered flocks 
out knapsack and from makeshift altars. His book, 
biographical account his thirty-third year, tells why 
has generously given his life work whose 
portance scarcely appreciated here the West. 


the fall 1944, was appointed pastor his own 
home parish Suessenberg, small town the 
cient Catholic enclave Ermland East 
Hardly had arrived when the Russian army swept 
through its drive toward Berlin, desecrating the 
church, looting, raping and killing. The author and 
most the others the parish were sealed boxcar 
and sent east into Russia. After twenty-one days the 
survivors arrived the slave labor camp the Petchora 
section the Soviet Komi Republic, which straddles 
the Arctic Circle north and east Moscow, and here 
their ordeal began. 


The fact that the events take place during Father 
kau’s thirty-third year and correspond roughly with 
the Liturgical Year, makes good framework for telling 
his story one analogous the Passion and Resurrec 
tion Christ. and his closest friend the camp, 
“Theo,” Protestant minister, find much consolation 
living the liturgy each day brings its share 
horror and hope. The chapters have such titles as: 
into the Pit,” “Lambs for Slaughter,” “On the 
Way the Cross,” Carload Death,” 
Death,” and “Arise and go...” The last chapter 
significantly entitled: “In Germany, but not 
for home Russian occupied territory. 


The whole story one personal experience, while 
the whole rational plan the Russian way doing 
things, there one, left the reader 
One wonders, for example, why these uncounted thov- 
sands slaves are brought camps for labor con 
structions useful the Soviets and yet are 
fed and taken care of—or why, inexplicably, Father 
Kittkau and several hundreds other slaves are 
turned Germany boxcars which pass, all 
the route, other trains carrying slaves the very same 
camp. 


This incredible story, though not perhaps 
polished detailed some the many other 
stories slave camps that have been published 
the end World War II, nevertheless far abov 
the others its spiritual outlook. The reader 
but frightened and moved with intense 
for those who are made undergo such 
The book also inspires hope, for there yet remain 
and religious who, stripped church, 
formal ceremonies, religious garb, and respect, yet 
sist their vocations and administer their 
men. defiance their Communist overseers, 


earthly Purgatories. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C. 
Salle 
Philadelphia, 


May 
Fisher, 


Houghton, 


Recent 
terest 
priate tim 
this regior 
geatest 
fallen 
represe 
years 


school 


stock. 
with the 
quest 
Expedition 
been seen 
sledge trail 


Thereafter, 
Shackleton 
198 
planned 
barred 
Scott 
virtue 
for 
Shackleton 
seven miles 
territory. 
waning, 
goal lest the 
ease the 
another exy 
reached 
Shackleton 
arctic 
Their way 
winter aboa 
thaw crushe 
age much 
was salvage 
South 
low explorer 
1920 Shz 
expedition 
anadian 
the 
Shackleton 
South Georg 
limited 
Shackleton 
Print. Anot 
and appendi 
explore 
chronology 
After one 
‘the way 


LERS 


ear 
New 
Spir- 
locks 
why 


own 
wept 
the 
and 
the 
chora 


ddles 


here 


with 
elling 
camp, 
lation 
are 
the 


same 


tically 
since 


Sc. 


May 1958 


Fisher, James and Margery 

Shackleton and the Antarctic 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 13,1958. 559p. $7.50. 
Recent exploration the Antarctic has heightened in- 
the frigid zones. is, then, highly appro- 
priate time bring out book hardy pioneer 
this region, Ernest Shackleton, once described “the 
geatest all Antarctic explorers.” His polar star has 
fallen low recent years that, even the England 
represented his trips exploration the early 
this century, almost unknown among 
children. 


Shackleton was the second ten children Irish 
sock. Not overly fond study and oftentimes mis- 
chievous, gladly left school apprentice himself 
with the Merchant Marine. restless adventurer 
quest fame and fortune joined the 1901 Scott 
Expedition Antarctica. this experience wrote, 
“It unique feeling look lands that have never 
heen seen human eyes before.” was keenly dis- 
appointed when attack scurvy forced him re- 
tun the relief ship after the first winter the 
dedge trail with Scott. 


Thereafter, the need prove his fitness was added 
Shackleton’s other motives for exploration. Thus 
1908 formed his own Antarctic expedition. His 
planned embarkation King Edward Seventh Land 
barred ice, Shackleton had back promise 
Scott and land McMurdo Sound which Scott, 
virtue his 1901 explorations, claimed his own pre- 
for future adventures. herculean effort 
Shackleton and three others trudged within ninety- 
sven miles the South Pole over hitherto unexplored 
But this point, with food and strength 
waning, was decided turn back short the polar 
goal lest they perish the attempt. 

ease the smart this failure Shackleton prepared 
expedition 1914. The Pole having been 
reached Scott and Amundsen the meantime, 
Shackleton planned pioneer crossing the Ant- 
arctic Continent from the Weddell Sea the Ross Sea. 
Their way blocked ice floes, the expedition spent 
winter aboard ship. But the pressure the spring 
thaw crushed the ship vise ice. From the wreck- 
age much food and equipment (including three boats) 
was salvaged carry them the South Shetland 
From there Shackleton led small party 
South Georgia where arranged rescue for his fel- 
low explorers. 


1920 Shackleton decided tackle exploratory 
expedition the Canadian Arctic. change the 
Canadian government forced him switch back 
the other side the world. Enroute Antarctica 
Shackleton died aboard ship January 1922, 
South Georgia, the gateway the Antarctic. Here 
was buried while the expedition continued 
limited exploration. 

Shackleton and the Antarctic has 488 pages fine 
Another seventy pages devoted index 
and appendices Shackleton’s writings, lists his fel- 
low explorers, scientific results his expeditions, and 

After one his lectures Shackleton was praised for 
the way the young officer had selected his material 


Fisher Koyama Roth 


whet the public appetite.” evident the Fishers 
have done great deal research for their biography. 
They are not gifted Shackleton, however, as- 
sembling their material. The authors tell all they know 
about Shackleton and, consequence, succeed only 
boring the reader. close reading demands in- 
terest deep iceberg sustain attention. 

Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 

St. Lawrence Seminary, 

Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin 


Koyama, Itoko. Nagako, Empress Japan 
Day. 189p. $3.50. 
The John Day Company has turned out physically 
attractive little volume fitting tribute the Em- 
press Japan. But the book itself misses its oppor- 
tunity for Western readers the charming intro- 
duction Japanese life and culture that might have 
been. Instead, strives prove that spite the 
imperial Japanese traditions that surround Hirohito 
and his family, they are just people like the readers 
the book. “intimate,” the jacket proclaims, 
the sense that deals chiefly with love and children 
and family life. The author chooses dramatize such 
incidents the Crown Prince’s first haircut rather than 
dwell the facts war. The description the 
first meeting and subsequent relationship the Em- 
peror and General MacArthur appallingly naive. 
Very little the turbulence the period reflected 
the book. The author cannot quite ignore the fact 
that there has been war and the empire has been de- 
feated; nevertheless, she ends the story with opti- 
mistic note: the Emperor will get new suit for his 
25th wedding anniversary. 
This biography was originally serialized one Japan’s 
women’s magazines. Apparently readers women’s 
magazines are the same the world over, for this the 
kind thing one would expect find women’s 
magazine this country. Superficial and sentimental 
its approach, the story will appeal readers who 
like their Orientals Westernized and their royalty made 
common. 

Joan Lonergan, Library, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Roth, Lillian Beyond Worth 
Fell. Apr. 14,1958. 317p. $3.95. 


Lillian Roth here continues the autobiography begun 
with Cry Tomorrow. That story the making and 
breaking alcoholic brought her into the limelight 
both the reading public and the entertainment world. 
One would assume that she “lived happily ever after.” 


Few have fairy tale lives, however, and Miss Roth 
different. Despite her successful struggle stop 
drinking and the warm reception given her first book, 
she found the road back bumpy one. Agents and 
managers considered hers only temporary ride the 
wagon else they tried exploit the performances 
ex-drunk. Miss Roth, though, wanted suc- 
ceed solely her merits entertainer. 


Her faith God and refuge prayer gave the strength 
trying. Her husband, Burt McGuire, was 
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Roberts Stern Weems 


strong right arm devotion and encouragement. She 
says that she found herself being helped the people 
who came her for help, attributing her strength 
and virtue beyond her worth. One chapter par- 
ticular illustrates this—the account her appearance 
mental hospital. (This Week magazine ran 
January and the Catholic Digest reprints this month.) 


chapter she discusses her thoughts religion: the 
reasons which led her conversion the Church and 
the difficulties she has experienced certain points 
dogma such praying Christ, unbaptized babies, and 
the fate animals after death. She also speaks the 
prejudice against the Jewish race present many 
Christians. 


Lillian Roth turns her attention the plight the 
stage-struck adolescent chapter 13, pointing out both 
the excitement and glamor show business well 
the hard work and disappointments. The final chapter 
she devotes her decision become legitimate actress 
and her desire have real home rather than the 
hotel rooms she has lived all her life. 


Miss Roth not professional writer, but this re- 
viewer’s opinion that fact enhances her book. has 
its rambles occasionally and approaches 
“preachiness” several the virtues out- 
weigh them. She honest and sincere and she has 
generous, loving heart. She may not great author, 
but she understanding, tolerant person, trying 
the best she can, triyng help others according 
her lights, and perhaps this more important. 

Mary O’C. Moriarty, 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Roberts, Kenneth The Battle Cowpens 
Doubleday. $3.50. (I) 

Cowpens meadow South Carolina where farmers 
grazed their cattle. Back January, 1781, was the 
scene bitter fight between the British and hodge- 
podge American army. The British field officer was 
the celebrated Lieutenant-Colonel Banastre Tarleton. 
Charming, well-educated, this fighting Liverpool lawyer 
hated Americans, who were, his twenty-seven-year- 
old mind, ingrates. ordered his men use the 
sabre and give mercy the “colonials.” They 
obeyed and Tarleton’s name was feared the South. 
The Americans, men from the Carolinas, Maryland and 
Virginia comprised the army Daniel Morgan, wagon 
master trade, fighter instinct. Rough, hard, un- 
couth, Morgan shouted his orders and delighted re- 
vealing his washboard back hesitant militiamen— 
Morgan had received 499 lashes for punching British 
lieutenant and survived the beating. had welts and 
scars keep his hatred alive. 

The battle Cowpens was fought January 17, 1781. 
Morgan ordered his men shoot first the British officers 
and sergeants; then, next time around get the mun- 
dane task killing off the soldiers. The battle lasted 
hour and Tarleton lost 110 killed, 200 wounded and 
500 taken prisoners. Morgan’s men also walked off 
with the cannon, horses, wagons and colors the 
Seventh Royal Regiment. Morgan retired from the 
army twenty-three days later, suffering from combina- 
tion sciatica, malaria, and rheumatism. Banastre 


Tarleton became member Parliament, full gen. 
eral and died aged seventy-eight 1833. 


The description this significant battle the Revoly. 
tion the late Kenneth Roberts’ last book. While 
very short, continues the combination research and 
lively style beloved Mr. Roberts’ readers. 
and diagrams are provided placate the diehard. 


Stern, Philip Van Doren End Valor 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 14,1958. 418p. $5.75. (1) 
This volume, treating the “last days the 
War” covers the six-week period between 
second inauguration and Appomatox. The 
pursued the form sketches vignettes and the 
end result informative and quite readable. The 
thor has skillfully packed rich story into his 
story, far our domestic history concerned, cover. 
ing the most tragic yet meaningful weeks the 
very vitals. Tragedy the keynote, Mr. Stern starkly 
and vividly portrays the props, the stage, the 
their moods, their thoughts, their monologues with 
aptness worthy writer indulging the rhythms 
Aeschylus. Wearing times funeral black, there 
flit through the pages the tragedienne, the bewildered, 
frightened and slightly mad Mary Todd the 
typical “fast buck” men the sinister persons 
Orville Browning and his coterie rascals, with 
manipulation contraband cotton, flashing notes writ 
ten “Father Abraham”; the magnificent figure 
Philip Sheridan, born cavalry leader, yet tinged with 
military arrogance; the pathetic figure the villain, 
John Wilkes Booth, conniving the Macbethean 
clusion his childish plot; the figure Grant, 
magnanimous victory and foolish the White 
House; the countless wearers the blue and the gray, 
just the G-I Joes the combat with their misery and 
hunger, contrasted with their courage and humor, even 
flight, nakedly contrasted with universal desire 
both sides get the whole mess over with and get 
back home. times the whole tragedy seems like 
bad dream. 

Mr. Stern has written worthwhile volume and even 
for those cursory readers who may feel that, either too 
much not enough well written books covering the 
Civil War have been published, this needed chapter, 
which closes out the fratricidal brawl should 
cluded. splendid epilogue and fills definite 
need. critically and judiciously written. The 
thor attempts the closing pages evaluate the raison 
the struggle 1861-1865 and, though adding 
nothing deep originality, focuses the tragedy 


its final denouement for the nation—the United 
Kines, 
Weems, John Edward The Fate the Maine 


Holt. 207p. $3.95. (I) 


1898 nation some million, the United 
America, declared war Spain, nation 
mately million. Lingering the background 
causes the war was the unexplained destruction 

the battleship Maine Havana Harbor, Cuba, 
night February 18, 1898. The Maine was one fou 
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new navy ships constructed under appropriation from 
Congress 1881. Its keel was not laid until 1888 and 
she was launched from Brooklyn Navy Yard Novem- 
ber 18, 1890, the first warship designed naval 
architects and built government shipyard. She was 
not finally commissioned until 1895 and spent much 
her time cruising back and forth along the Atlantic 
Coast. She was ordered Cuba January, 1898, and 
arrived the harbor there January 25, guided 
anchorage. Captain Sigsbee, commander aboard the 
Maine had finished letter his wife when explo- 
sion rocked the ship. The blast was forward, some- 
what port. Men were blown into the harbor. The 
ship settled the mud. 250 the crew were listed 
missing dead. 

The hysteria that followed the sinking the Maine 
blamed Spain for its destruction and “yellow press” 
helped convince the American mind that war should 
declared. Two courts inquiry were appointed, 
one Spanish, one American; neither could adequately 
fix the blame find the cause for the disaster. 
1911, the Army built cofferdam around the wreck 
and prepared the Maine for final burial. She was 
towed out sea and sunk 600 fathoms March 
16, 1912. 

The Fate the Maine excellent portrayal the 
life that ship from birth death, adequately docu- 
mented and written simple style. good addi- 
tion the growing list good books about ill-fated 


ships. 
Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Lewis, Oscar (Comp.) 

The Autobiography the West 
Holt. Apr. 21,1958. 306p. $5.00. 
Here collection tales, each brilliant brush- 
stroke the glowing canvas that the American 
West, which certain bring pleasure lovers 
adventure and history. Told famous personages, un- 
sung heroes and disappointed seekers riches and 
honors, each commentator contributes intimate 
portrayal this vast expanse rivers and deserts, 
snowy mountains and grassy plains. The entire fabric 
records the exploits and failures Lewis and Clark, 
the Hudson Bay Company, Kit Carson, John Fremont, 
and the Spanish, British, Mexican and Russian forces 
which faded eventually before the onrushing tide 
Yankee adventurers. 
First-hand accounts the hardy trappers hot the 
scent sea otter, beaver and marten, and traders 
who bartered cloth and beads the Indians for their 
precious pelts lend excitement the saga that brought 
raucous civilization the West and the reader joins 
the feverish search for gold, feels the disappointment 
Jim Marshall who discovered the first flakes gold 
Captain Sutter’s millrace 1847 but failed gain 
his proper share the new wealth and sympathizes 
deeply with the ill-fated Donner party, half whose 
members perished the snowy Sierras during tragedy 
graphically depicted girl who survived. 
Gamblers recount their experiences, habitues the 
saloons that appeared all sides describe that seamy 


the pioneer’s life, cattlemen outline their long, 


Lewis Sharkey Gilbreth 


tortuous drives, vigilantes tell how they meted out 
justice rustlers and onlookers describe the harsh 
treatment homesteaders suffered the hands the 
cattle kings. All the color the West packed into 
this narrative which portrays the great influx from the 
East—overland, sidewheelers, bouncing stagecoaches 
and snorting iron horses. 


This interesting and informative book which 
should afford great pleasure all readers. 


Main Line Times, 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 


Sharkey, Don and Joseph Debergh, 
Our Lady Beauraing 


Apr. 17, 1958. 239p. $3.75. (I) 


There are three approved apparitions our Lady 
this twentieth century: Fatima, Beauraing and Ban- 
neux. The two last were Belgium. This book tells 
the story Beauraing with fine detail and studied fair- 
ness. 


Beauraing (pronounced Bo-rang) was Belgium village 
2000 1932 when the apparitions occurred. has 
not changed. The name means “beautiful branch” 
and, significantly, our Lady appeared the last 
visions under arched branch little hawthorne 
tree. The town miles Southeast Brussels; 
miles from French border. town people went 
through get somewhere else. 

Five children were involved these appearances. 
Andrée and Gilberte Degeimbre, sisters, aged and 
Fernande Voisin 15, her brother Albert 11, and their 
sister Gilberte comprised the group. They were quite 
normal and since have taken normal married lives 
with children their own. Their ordinary lives seem 
bother some. They were blessed with religious 
vocations. Has our Lady special message Beauraing 
for lay people; for the married and for the ordinary? 


November 29, 1932, near the school where Gilberte 
Voisin was semi-boarder woman white appeared 
walking above the railroad bridge and school grotto. 
From that date until January next year there were 
visions. Crowds grew enormously; ecstasy was noted; 
physicians and experts questioned, studied and have 
testified inexplicable phenomena. have 
been authenticated. 

Sixteen years passed before the Catholic Church ap- 
proved. All the evidence its painstaking research 
here within these pages. The story stands free without 
prejudice. The reader can easily judge for himself 
about the reality our Lady Beauraing. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Chaptico, Maryland 


Gilbreth, Frank Jr. How Father 
Crowell. Mar. 17,1958. 132p. $2.95. 


Illustrated James Spanfeller, this unpretentious 
manual for prospective papas the fruit wealth 
experience the part man who began life 
one large family (cf. Cheaper the Dozen) and 
who has enjoyed writing about ever since. And now 
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Kane Mathews Haggard 


has become expert his own right—an expert 
how simplify some the problems producing 
and rearing modern baby through the first year. 
rather how escape the pitfalls which lurk the 
path the inexperienced do-it-yourself type sire during 
these cooperative days. modernly urbane, prag- 
matic and, course, all jest are the various advices 
name choosing, diapering, announcing, feeding, 
dodging relatives and host other situations 
which male parents may become ensnared. The humor 
bit hard-handed times but most enjoyable. 

Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 

University Scranton 


Mulder, William and Russell Mortensen 
(Editors) Among the Mormons 
Knopf. Mar. 17,1958. 482p. $6.75. 


Counting poem Robert Tristram Coffin which 
serves prologue, this book collection 100 
items covering good deal the early history the 
Mormon movement, from the account Joseph Smith 
gave his “call” expert from the WPA Guide 
for the state Utah and report Wallace Stegner 
who finds Salt Lake City his spiritual “hometown.” The 
editors have annotated each item and arranged them 
chronological order wihch tells the history Mor- 
monism from its early nineteenth century beginnings 
upper New York State, across the midwest and final- 
into the Utah plains where has thrived and shows 
amazing vitality. The book not only handsomely 
printed and bound, the Knopf tradition, but well- 
indexed and makes fascinating reading. 


Bowra, The Greek Experience 
World. Mar. 31,1958. $6.00. (Ila) 
Handsomely illustrated with selected photographs, this 
excellent survey classical Greek culture from 
the time Homer the fall Athens imperial 
power 404 B.C. Mr. Bowra’s style makes this pleas- 
ant reading even for those who have little knowledge 
classical Greek literature and little knowledge its 
other arts and philosophy. fine book for high school 
and college libraries. One, too, that the student 
humanities will find rewarding. 


Collier, Richard Ten Thousand Eyes 
Dutton. Apr. 22,1958. 320p. $4.00. (Ila) 

The full story the amazing work the French under- 
ground networks during the years German occupa- 
tion, 1940 1944, will probably never completely 
told. But this book does good deal report the or- 
ganization espionage network and its operations 
Normandy and Brittany preparation for the D-Day 
invasion. thrilling account, full episodes that 


sound incredible today but are plain fact. Good 
reading. 
Hofmann, Modest and Andre Pierre 
Deeds Truth 
Crown. Apr. 18, 1958. 268p. $4.00. (I) 


biography Leo Tolstoy, this adequate but not 
particularly enlightening. More can probably learned 
Tolstoy from reading his novels than from trying 


piece together his personal life from memoirs and 
ters. translation Ruth Whipple Fermaud 
the French, this will valuable for reference sup 
plementary reading. 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Duncombe, Frances Death 
Scribner’s. Apr. 10,1958. 185p. $2.95. 

Miss Alma Tripp found dead the 
Shop Byfield Center Dee Galbraith, 
pologist preparing her thesis for doctorate degree 
Dee Dr. Galbraith’s second wife; his first wife, Abby, 
dead, but had come from Byfield Center and 
teen-aged daughter Miranda, now devoted De, 
meets with accident while doing research for 
essay General Schofield, hero the town 
tionary times. Attempts are made Dee’s life 
tries show that Miss Alma’s death was not 
but murder. good, fresh approach mystery. 


Kane, Frank Trigger 
Rinehart. Apr. $2.95. (Ila) 

Johnny Liddell the umpteenth hard boiled 
eye the interminable succession eyes, and this 
new novel about his doings. There the nasty 
blackmailer with naughty pictures our girl befor 
she broke into the big time movies. Liddell, 
pursues his course relentlessly through the novel, and 
manages figure out the end the book the 
big problems which all the dumb cops just could neve 
guess provided their brains were extracted 
after birth. its own way the novel probably 
acceptable any written around like ingredients. 


Mathews, The Reach Fea 
Rinehart. Apr. 14,1958. 215p. $2.95. (Ila) 


The murder child always fearful thing. 
added this murder, there determination 
part some citizens the community manufactur 
sex fiend who must have committed the murder, 
whole situation becomes dry woods waiting for 
one spark start fearful blaze. Mathews takes suc! 
situation the frame for his novel, and 
job. The detection eminently credible, and the 
building suspense superb. One the better 
ing jobs the season, sort text book how 
should write novel this sort. For the adult 
with delicate situation handled very well. 


Haggard, William Slow Burne 
Little, Brown. Apr. 24,1958. 192p. $3.00. 


new discovery delivers into the hands Englit 
scientists the key the maximum use atomic 
for industrialization. this key they have chant 
push England far forward the competitive 
the world, just long the secret the 
Burner well guarded. When routine check 
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little village the home gay and gorgeous 
widow, the whole British scientific and official life 
goes quietly mad. The story just how got there, 
why got there, why few people are trying murder 
few other people, and how British official life runs 
makes one the neatest, lightest, most amusing little 
novels we’ve come across long time. Much more 
fction than science fiction, with satiric appreciation 
ministers state and their satraps love. For 
the adult reader, has suspense and jolly old fun, with 
very indelicate situations handled delicately and just 
lightly. 


York, Jeremy Seeds Murder 
Scribner’s. Apr. 23,1958. 190p. $2.95. (Ila) 

Charles Allen exposed fraud. The name the man 
was Walter Garstang, and Garstang never forgave 
Allen. Seven years afterwards, just Allen getting 
the very peak his life, ready marry Garstang’s 
old love, Garstang finds way get back him. Gar- 
stang takes the eight-year-old orphan son Allen’s 
former help and convinces the boy that Allen was re- 
sponsible for the accidental death his parents. 
sets out teach the child hatred and teach him 
murder. Seeds Murder fascinating story, 
dificult writing job done fairly well. Characters tend 
bit one-dimensional, particularly Allen, and 
gets bit sadistic. But better than average sus- 
pense material, and probably appreciate it. 


Nichols, Beverley The Rich Die Hard 
Dutton. Apr. 256p. $2.95. 

This quite British, not only background and char- 
acters, but method and manner. rather difficult 
doxy, mistress wealthy entrepreneur Andrew Lloyd 
and not unknown Sir Luke Coniston, another Lon- 
don tycoon, shot death her room during house- 
party Lloyd’s art-rich Broome Place. The problem, 
course, who did and why; and how? You can 
sure not the obnoxious little music critic, be- 
cause fingers point him. Put your finger the 


one least likely and you’ve got it, usual. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks 


The Saint Martin’s Press, which are not mistaken 
subsidiary Macmillan, makes readily available 
five Thomas Hardy’s novels: Under the Greenwood 
Tree, ($0.95; and Jude the Obscure, ($0.95; 
The Return the Native, ($1.25; Far from the 
Madding Crowd, ($1.25; and Tess the D’Urber- 
villes, ($1.25; are also two Hugh Wal- 
ople’s novels: Rogue Herries, ($1.50; and Jeremy, 
($0.95; I). That these novels are now available in- 
expensive paperback editions should welcome news 
College English classes and discriminating readers. 
Add paperback edition Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Ad- 
ventures Wonderland and Through the Looking 
Glass, with all the original illustrations Tenniel, 


($0.95; I), and there choice library, well printed 

good paper, well bound the famous old Tauschnitz 

editions used be. 


York Nichols Pocket Print and Reprint 


Among the new Penguin titles—a series likewise not- 
able for the quality printing and stock and binding— 
Balzac’s Domestic Peace and Other Stories, (which in- 
clude Colonel Chaubert, The Abbe Birotteau, Ver- 
dugo, The Young Conscript, and Episode during 
the Terror, representative his Scenes Private Life, 
Scenes Political Life and Philosophical Stories), with 
good introduction the translator, (L-80, $0.85; III) 
Two excellent volumes Chinese Art William 
Willetts, (A-358 and A-359, $1.50 each; hand- 
somely illustrated with photographs and with maps and 
diagrams The Prehistory European Society, 
Gordon Childe, (A-415, $0.85; IIa), informative and 
readable monograph William James’ Gifford lec- 
tures the University Edinburgh 1901-1902, now 
known The Varities Religious Experience re- 
printed Mentor Book, (MD-221, $0.50; III), with 


foreword Jacques Barzun. 


Not pocket-size but standard-book-size reprints, this 
month include set six “student editions” reprinted 
Scribner’s: John Galsworthy’s The Man Property, 
the first volume the trilogy known The Forsyte 
Saga, which has introduction Lionel Stevenson, 
Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises, 
The Great Gatsby, Scott Fitzgerald’s best novel, 
Axel’s Castle Edmund Wilson, something 
classic critique the symbolic imagery Yeats, 
Eliot, Valery, Joyce, Proust and Rimbaud, 
and Rolfe Humphries’ verse translation 
Aeneid, (I), The price these stiff-paper covered 
volumes not given, but they probably will sell under 
$2.00 each From Grosset and Dunlap additions 
the Universal Library collection Four Novels 
Henry James one volume; the four being The 
Americans, Daisy Miller, The Europeans and Inter- 
national Episode, (UL-39, $1.45; IIa) The Green 
Crow Sean O’Casey, hodge-podge sampling the 
short stories, theater criticism and opinions the 
acerbic egotist who inherits the mantle arrogancy 
from Shaw and Joyce, (UL-37, $0.95; IIa) Transla- 
tions Eleven Greek Plays—three Aeschylus (The 
Oresteia); three Sophocles; three Aristophanes; 
and two Euripides—with introduction Arthur 
Zeiger who edited the collection, (UL-38, $1.25; IIb) 
and Harold Laski’s classic study The American 
Presidency, (UL-40, $1.45; 


Add two more titles the Riverside Editions from 
Houghton, Mifflin: George Meredith’s novel, The Ego- 
ist, (B-27, $1.05; and Prose the Victorian 
Period, anthology edited William Buckler, 
(B-30, $1.65; containing representative excerpts 
from Macaulay, Carlyle, Newman, Mill, Ruskin, 
Arnold, Pater, and Huxley Add, also, three titles 
the excellent Rinehart Editions: Twelfth Night and 
Othello William Shakespeare, (92; ... You 
Like it, Julius Caesar and Macbeth also Shakespeare, 
(91; Selected American Prose, 1841-1900, 
edited Wallace Stegner, (94; and Master- 
pieces the Spanish Golden Age, edited Angel 
Flores, who assisted translation and writes the fore- 
word, (94; IIa); together with two anonymous stories, 
there are plays Vega, Molina and Calderon, 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


and another short story Quevedo; valuable 
addition this series. 


Mystery and Suspense 

The Saint Miami Leslie Charteris dates from 1940 
and has Simon Templar enjoying the hazards hunt- 
ing murderer Florida, (Avon T-224, $0.35; 
Frederic Brown’s The Screaming Mimi soon due 
movie version, (Bantam 1757, $0.25; IIb) Riddle 
Lady Anthony Gilbert, (Bantam 1758, $0.25; 
B.S. vol. 16, 244) Lead With Your Left 
Lacy, tough cop tangles with tough killers, 
(Permabook M-3106, $0.25; IIb) Erle Stanley Gard- 
ner’s The Case the Sun Bather’s Diary, (Pocketbook 
C-268, $0.35; The Case the Courteous 
Killer Richard Deming, original mystery featuring 
TV’s Sergeant Friday, (Pocketbook 1198, $0.35; 
Fletcher Flora tells the murder tart Let 
Kill You, Sweetheart; original with three leading 
suspects, (Avon 811, $0.25; The Vice Net 
Michael Carey another original which tough- 
minded honest police lieutenant braves rackets and 
policies break gang-power, (Avon 809, $0.25; IIa) 
Impatient Virgin Donald Henderson Clarke dates 
from 1931, (Avon T-223, $0.35; IIb). 


Westerns 

Luke Short’s Fiddlefoot re-reprinting this popular 
tale which has had four previous pocketbook printings, 
Mann different that this the West 1929 
thereabouts; but Dan Melody still Natty Bumppo 
gone herd-riding, are all Western heroes, (Pocket- 
book 1194, $0.25; Hard Man, Leo Katcher, 
pretty routine fastshooting deputy agin the shootin’ 
outlaws, (Pocketbook 1197, $0.25; Yellow Rope 
original Lincoln Drew combines murder mystery 
with shootin’ irons, husband and wife falsely con- 
victed murder and suspenseful hasty hunt for the 
real villain, (Permabook M-3107, $0.25; 
Cody’s Montana Helltown practically tells its story 
title the initiate, (Avon 810, $0.25; IIa). 


General Fiction 

Four Carson McCuller’s novels are reissued new 
edition Bantam: The Heart Lonely Hunter first 
appeared 1941, (F-1762, $0.50; Reflections 
Golden Eye its fifth paperback printing from 
1951, (A-1763, $0.35; IIb) The Member the 
Wedding first appeared 1946, (A-1751, $0.35; 
The Ballad the Sad Cafe, collection short 
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stories, its sixth paperback printing since 
(A-1764, $0.35; Edna Ferber’s Cimarron 
been much reprinted but this seems the first time 
pocket-size paperback, (Bantam F-1754, $0.50; 
Teacher’s Pet the novelized form the screen 
written Fay and Michael Kanin, (Bantam 
$0.25; IIb) Never Love Stranger Harold 
bins was noted here original publication, vol. 
51, (Bantam A-1752, $0.35; IV) The 
Bagdad Glenn Pierce swashbuckling romance 
the ninth century, (Bantam A-1774, $0.35; IIb) 
The Abode Love was noted here when first pub 
lished, (Pocketbook 1188, $0.35; IV, cf. vol. 16, 
Daphne Maurier’s The Scapegoat, 
C-276, $0.35; cf. B.S. vol. 17, 390) Moses 
Sholem Asch, (Pocketbook GC-43, $0.50; III, cf. vol 
11, 117) The Short Reign Pippin Joh 
Steinbeck, (Bantam A-1753, $0.35; cf. vol. 
abridged reprinting, (Avon T-231, $0.35; cf. B.S. 
140) The High Cost Loving Bonnie 
lightly, (Avon T-237, $0.35; and Gang Girl 
Brown, (Avon T-235, $0.50; are 
trashy. 


Miscellaneous 

Harold Lamb’s Charlemagne interesting biography, 
(Bantam FB-416, $0.50; IIb, cf. vol. 14, The 
Sea Wolves Wolfgang Frank was noted here vol. 
Raiders David Woodward the story the 
merchant raiders the Germans used World War 
(Avon T-236, $0.35; The Invisible Curtain 
Joseph Anthony purports seven 
cases Dr. Louis Montgomery; neither easy 
ing nor illuminating; thrill seekers will 
too, (Bantam A-1780, $0.35; III) The 
Reader edited Graff Conklin, collection 
round dozen stories calculated chill your 
(Ballantine 257, $0.35; IIb) The Family Man,: 
collection photographs Edward Steichen, wel 
worth the reprint price, (Pocketbook GC-51, $0.50; 
cf. vol. 15, 192) O’Malley’s Nuns, Bill 
ley’s cartoons about “the Sisters,” (Permabook 
$0.35; cf. vol. 16, 231) Rate Yourself, 
quizzes not taken too seriously, 
M-4084, $0.35; Correct Letter Writing 
ment Lillian Watson’s standard book 
reference for house and office, (Bantam F-1747, 
I); would make good text for adult education cours. 


Entered Second-Class Matte 
Scranton, Penna. 
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